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Present  Use 


Fitchburg 

Nashua  River 

Heywood  Chair  Co./ 
Iver  Johnson  Plant 

109  River  Street 


Industrial 


Construction  Dates  or  Period 

Ca  1870  to 
mid  20th  century 


Overall  Condition 


Fair 


Sketch  Map 


Major  Intrusions  and  Alterations 

Modern  replacement  windows,  aluminum  storefront  doors,  and 
boarded  up  windows. 


Acreage  6 acres 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Ot  1 ice  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural,  structural  and  landscape  features  and  evaluate  in  tenns  of  other  areas  within  the  community 


The  factory  complex  is  bounded  by  the  Nashua  River,  River  Street,  Nockege  Street,  and  set  in  the  flat  plain  of  the  river  valley.  A railroad 
spur  crosses  River  Street  and  parallels  the  main  entrance  to  the  site  off  River  Street.  The  gravel  drive  and  railroad  spur  end  in  front  of 
Building  #6.  A narrow  alley  leads  to  the  rear  of  the  site  to  the  south  of  Building  #6.  A second  entrance  off  Nockege  Street  provides  a broad 
access  to  the  rear  properties  now  used  by  the  Kelley  Wood  Products  Company. 


Buildings  #1,  #2,  #3  are  Italianate  brick  gable  roofed  2 Vi  story  thirty-six  bay  x six  bay  mill  buildings.  The  buildings  are  orientated  with  the 
long  facades  paralleling  River  Road  at  the  east  of  the  site  and  the  Nashua  River  to  the  west  of  the  site. 


Building#!  is  entered  through  an  arched  opening  on  the  first  floor,  centered  on  the  narrow  fa?ade.  The  door  is  shielded  by  a wood  frame 
canopy  and  is  flanked  on  the  east  by  a window  and  a tall  narrow  opening  and  is  flanked  on  the  north  by  a window  and  a loading  dock. 
Masonry  openings  are  arched  with  brick  lintels  and  stone  sills  supported  by  stone  brackets.  Approximately  half  the  window  openings  are 
completely  boarded  over  with  wood  painted  plywood.  Modern  casements,  shorter  than  the  masonry  opening  height  are  located  under  a 
wood  infill  panels  and  are  found  on  the  North,  East  and  South  facades.  Remaining  examples  of  an  earlier  windows  can  be  seen  on  the  west 
facade.  The  brick  corbelled  cornice  lies  beneath  the  asphalt  shingle  roof.  In  the  gable  ends  the  cornice  separates  the  main  floors  from  the 
pediment  and  continues  along  the  roof  edge.  Two  6/6  double  hung  sash  arched  windows  are  located  in  the  attic  story  of  the  pediment. 
There  are  three  roof  hatches  on  the  eastern  roof  slope. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Explain  historical  development  of  the  area.  Discuss  how  this  relates  to  the  historical  development  of  the  community. 

Walter  Heywood  began  producing  chairs  by  hand.  In  1824  he  apprenticed  to  James  M Comee  in  his  chair  shop  in  Gardiner.  The 
same  year  he  went  into  business  for  himself.  Over  the  next  twenty  years  Heywood  work  by  himself  or  with  partners  in  the 
manufacture  of  chairs,  and  as  a proprietor  of  dry  goods  store,  first  in  Gardiner  then  in  Fitchburg  after  he  moved  to  the  City  in  1841. 

In  1844  Heywood  and  his  business  partner  Leander  P Comee,  the  some  of  his  former  boss,  rented  a portion  of  a mill  on  West  Street 
for  the  production  of  chairs  and  employed  10  men.  In  two  years  the  business  outgrew  its  premises  and  moved  to  the  third  floor  of  a 
new  mill  building  owned  by  Alvah  Crocker  on  Water  Street.  After  a fire  destroyed  the  shop  in  December  of  1849,  Comee  and 
Heywood  dissolved  their  partnership. 

Alvah  Crocker  rebuilt  the  Water  Street  mill  and  Heywood  used  all  15,000  sf  of  space  to  manufacture  chairs.  In  1869  a special  act  of 
the  legislature  created  the  Walter  Heywood  Chair  Co.  stock  company.1  In  fourteen  months  on  July  of  1870  the  mill  burned. 

Heywood,  who  was  fully  insured,  rebuilt  in  a new  nine-acre  facility  on  River  Street.  The  new  facility  consisted  of  seven  buildings. 

Building  #1  and  Building  #2  were  built  ca  1870.  Each  building  was  300  feet  long  by  50  feet  wide,  two  stories  tall  with  a third  story 
attic  and  built  of  brick.  Building  #3  was  also  built  ca  1870.  Originally  the  brick  two-and-a-half  story  building  was  only  200  feet 
long  and  forty  feet  wide,  a one-story  gable-roof  wood  shed  extended  100  feet  long  by  forty  feet  wide.  Building  #3  was  extended  100 
feet  with  a brick  two-and-a-half  story  addition  by  1885.  Building  #5,  also  built  ca  1870,  housed  offices  and  storage.  A boiler  house 
to  the  west  of  the  site  vented  through  a 1 10  feet  high  chimney.  To  the  rear  of  Building  # 3 in  1871  were  three  narrow  sheds,  half  the 
length  of  the  front  three  buildings.  The  narrow  sheds  were  expanded  by  1885  and  two  similar  additional  sheds  added  at  the  rear  of 
the  property  along  the  Nashua  River.  Opposite  the  narrow  sheds  was  a one-and-a-half  story  wood  barn. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES 
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1X1  Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form 


1 Heywood  Chair  Co.,  Fitchburg  Historical  Society  Manufacturing  & Industry  files 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  cont  d 

The  yard  between  Building  #1  and  Building  #2  is  gravel  at  the  northern  end.  A concrete  pad  stretching  from  building  face  to  building 
face  begins  near  the  middle  of  the  buildings  and  ends  at  the  fourth  bay  in  from  the  southern  end  of  the  building.  A twentieth  century 
connecting  building  once  occupied  this  area.  Now  demolished,  points  of  attachment  and  access  still  mark  the  exterior  of  the  buildings. 
First  and  second  floor  doorways  in  the  fourth  bays  from  the  south  facades  have  been  brick  or  glazed.  There  is  also  a first  floor 
doorway  in  the  second  bay  from  the  south  wall  on  the  west  fagade  that  may  have  provided  additional  access  to  spaces  in  the 
demolished  connecting  building.  In  addition  the  exterior  of  both  buildings  contain  remnants  of  the  second  story  wood  connector.  On 
Building  #1  a shed  addition  at  the  19th  and  20th  bays  from  the  south  wall  would  have  connected  to  the  second  floor  doorways  opposite 
on  Building  #2  that  have  been  infilled  with  window  units. 

Building  #2  is  similar  to  Building  #1  in  form,  window  opening,  and  brick  detail.  Differences  include  the  large  rectangular  opening  in 
the  center  of  the  first  floor  of  the  north  fagade.  Granite  blocks  frame  the  opening.  A divided  transom  atop  a concrete  block  wall  in- 
fills the  opening.  Above  the  opening  is  a pair  of  wood  double  doors  framed  by  the  remains  of  the  second  story  bridge,  which  used  to 
connect  to  the  office  building  across  the  drive.  This  building  contains  a higher  percentage  of  wood  12/12  double  hung  sash  windows 
than  Building  #1,  although  many  windows  have  either  been  boarded  up  or  in-filled  with  brick.  A brick  one  story  ell  at  the  south  end  of 
the  buildings  houses  the  boilers  and  a 1 10  feet  high  chimney  protrudes  from  the  west  end  of  the  gable  roof.  A shed  roof  on  the  west 
fagade  shelters  a small  loading  dock. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  chimneystack  a brick  one-story  addition  five  bays  deep  connects  the  gabled  ell  the  southern  end  of  Buildings 
#3.  Building  #3  is  similar  to  Buildings  #1  & #2  in  form,  window  openings,  and  brick  detail.  Differences  include  only  one  arched 
window  opening  within  the  brick  pediment  on  the  north  end,  and  no  window  in  the  south  gable.  The  windows  have  been  replaced  in  a 
similar  fashion  to  the  windows  in  Building  #1.  The  entrance  door  is  an  aluminum  storefront  with  a pair  of  doors  and  a sidelight  and 
transom.  The  opening  has  been  cut  into  the  brick  wall,  replacing  an  earlier  brick  opening.  A steel  lintel  supports  the  new  opening. 
Above  the  opening  is  an  elongated  arched  opening,  now  in-filled  with  a wooden  panel.  A small  roof  vent  projects  from  the  ridge  of  the 
roof  near  the  south  end  of  the  building.  A two-story  shed  roof  addition  on  the  east  fagade  opposite  a similar  addition  on  the  west  fagade 
of  Building  #2  marks  the  location  of  the  now  missing  second  story  connector. 

Building  #4  is  a one-story  brick  thirty-four  bay  x six  bay  building  with  a gable  roof.  The  ridge  of  the  roof  is  broken  by  a gable  roof 
clerestory  that  extends  from  the  south  edge  of  the  building  approximately  2/3  the  length  of  the  building.  Earlier  windows  have  been 
removed  from  the  arched  brick  openings  and  replaced  by  small  jalousie  windows.  The  remaining  openings  have  been  in-filled  with 
wood  panels.  The  roof  is  asphalt  shingles.  The  bays  in  the  brick  walls  are  demarcated  with  brick  pilasters.  The  walls  corbel  to  meet 
the  cornice  above  the  arched  window  opening.  Each  window  has  a granite  sill. 

In  the  yard  between  Buildings  #3  & #4  is  a small  square  cement  block  one-story  building  with  a gable  roof.  The  building  has  a door, 
several  boarded  up  windows,  and  a brick  chimney.  Opposite  Building  #4  is  a gable  roof  shed  sheathed  in  painted  corrugated  metal. 
The  building  opens  on  to  the  alley.  Between  the  metal  shed  and  Building  #5  is  a gravel  parking  lot. 

Building  #5  is  a one-and-a-half  story  brick  Second  Empire  Style  building  five  bays  x nine  bays.  A straight  mansard  roof  sheathed  in 
asphalt  sits  atop  painted  brick  walls.  A single  square  fixed  window  pierces  the  River  Street  roof.  The  bottom  of  the  mansard  flares  at 
the  cornice.  The  roof  may  be  an  altered  concave  mansard.  Bricks  corbelled  and  resembling  brackets  on  the  frieze  support  the  flaring 
cornice.  Below  the  brackets  is  a row  of  brick  dentils.  Double  hung  sash  windows  sit  atop  projecting  sills  supported  by  brick  brackets. 
An  arched  projecting  lintel  and  a wooden  infill  panel  with  a keystone  relief  tops  each  window. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  cont’d 

Building  #7  opposite  Building  #4  is  a two-story  corrugated  metal  shed.  Asphalt  shingles  cover  a slightly  pitched  gable 
roof.  Window  openings  on  the  first  floor  have  been  covered  with  plywood.  There  is  one  metal  door  on  the  south  fagade 
and  a overhead  door  on  the  east  facade  facing  the  gravel  parking  lot  between  the  shed  and  Building  #5.  Second  story 
wood  windows  have  eight  panes  and  appear  to  be  fixed  units. 

At  the  end  of  the  gravel  drive  beyond  Buildings  #4,  & #7  is  Building  #6.  The  central  gable  roof  structure,  built  ca  1880, 
has  been  altered  and  modified  by  the  addition  of  sheds  to  the  north  and  south  elevations  and  an  unenclosed  wood  stair  on 
the  east  elevation.  The  stair  is  protected  by  a shed  roof  and  supported  by  thin  wood  columns.  The  main  structure  is 
sheathed  in  vertical  bam  boards  and  topped  by  an  asphalt  shingle  roof.  The  shed  additions  are  clapboard  with  asphalt 
shingle  roofs.  The  additions  have  left  the  original  rectangular  form  with  an  irregular  plan.  Modem  doors  and  altered 
window  openings  detract  from  the  buildings  integrity.  This  wood  framed  structure  like  Building  #7  have  been  heavily 
altered  because  of  their  utilitarian  nature  and  have  deteriorated  due  to  lack  of  maintenance. 

Building  #8  located  adjacent  to  Building  #4  is  similar  to  Building  #7.  The  two-story  wood  frame  building  also  has  a 
slightly  pitched  gable  roof.  The  west  and  south  sides  have  been  re-clad  with  vertical  siding,  and  upper  story  windows 
replaced  with  fixed  glass  units.  On  the  east  fagade  has  wood  clapboards  and  retains  the  proportions  of  the  original 
window  openings,  now  boarded  over. 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  cont  d 


A spur  from  the  Vermont  & Massachusetts  Railroad  crossed  River  Street  and  ended  in  the  alley  separating  the  manufacturing 
buildings  and  Building  #5.  Lumber  harvested  from  the  company’s  2000  acres  of  timberland  in  Barton,  Vermont  arrived  via 
train  and  were  stored  in  the  narrow  drying  sheds.  The  factory  used  5 million  feet  of  black  walnut,  oak,  pine,  and  maple 
annually  to  produce  200  chairs  daily.1 


At  the  time  of  Walter  Heywood’s  death  in  1880,  Heywood 
Chair  Co  employed  300  persons  in  the  factory  not  including 
‘seaters’.  Seaters  were  mainly  women  and  children  who  braided 
the  cane  for  the  chair  seats  in  their  homes. 

Iver  Johnson  was  born  in  Norway  and  came  to  America  in 
1863.  He  began  manufacturing  pistols  in  Worcester  in  1871 
doing  business  first  as  Johnson,  Bye  & Co.  then  Iver  Johnson  & 
Co.  (1883).  In  1885  bicycle  manufacturing  joined  the 
production  of  weapons.  The  operation  outgrew  its  space  in 
Worcester  and  moved  to  Fitchburg.  In  1892  Iver  Johnson  & 

Co.  employed  500-600  persons. 2 In  1892  Iver  Johnson  took 
over  the  six-acre  site  vacated  by  Walter  Heywood  Chair 
Company.3  He  established  the  Iver  Johnson  Arms  & Cycle 
Works  in  the  rows  of  low  brick  buildings. 

Site  Plan  Iver  Johnson  Anns  & Cycle  Works, 

109  River  Street 

From  the  1897  Sanborn  Insurance  Maps 


1 “ Heywood  Chair  Co."  Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Industry  tiles  of  the  Fitchburg 
Historical  Society. 

2 “Iver  Johnson”  Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Industry  tiles  ot  the  Fitchburg 
Historical  Society. 

3 Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River. ( Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971). 
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The  narrow  drying  sheds  were  removed  and  Building  #4  was  built  1892-1897.  During  this  same  time  period  second  story 
bridges  were  built  to  connect  the  factory  buildings  together.  A barn  and  carriage  house  was  constructed  at  the  rear  of  the 
property. 

In  1897  the  first  floor  of  Building  #1  housed  two  machine  rooms,  and  the  second  floor  housed  a framework  room  in  the 
southern  half  and  a setting  up  room  in  the  northern  half.  A second  floor  bridge  connected  the  framework  room  to  the  fitting 
room  in  Building  #2.  A first  floor  passage  at  the  center  of  the  building  connected  the  machine  room  in  Building  #1  to  the 
machine  and  screw  rooms  in  Building  #2.  At  the  northern  end  of  Building  #2  a second  floor  passage  over  the  rail  road  tracks 
connected  the  manufacturing  building  to  the  office  building  (Building  #5)  which  also  housed  enamel  and  metal  supplies.  At  the 
southern  end  Building  #2  was  connected  to  Building  #3  by  the  narrow  one  story  engine  and  dynomo  room.  Building  #3  housed 
rooms  for  enamel,  polishing,  buffing,  machining,  and  assembly.  Two  bridges  at  the  second  floor  level  connected  this  building 
to  Building  #4,  a storage  and  tempering  building. 

The  name  was  changed  to  Iver  Johnson  Arms  & Cycle  Works  in  1894.  The  company  opened  a sporting  goods  store  and  garage 
at  33  Prichard  Street  in  the  1930s-40s.  Iver  Johnson  died  in  1895  and  the  business  continued  to  be  run  by  his  sons.1  Fred 
Johnson,  Iver’s  oldest  son  was  president  of  the  company  from  1894-1909.  J Lovell  Johnson,  Iver’s  third  son  served  as 
president  from  1909  until  his  death  in  1935.  Then  the  leadership  of  the  company  was  assumed  by  Iver’s  third  son  Walter  O 
Johnson.  Upon  Walter  Johnson’s  death  ca  1953  the  son  of  Iver  Johnson’s  daughter  Mary  Louise,  Luther  M Otto  III  took  over 
the  administration  of  the  company.2  The  Fitchburg  plant  was  closed  in  1973  and  the  company  was  sold  in  1975  to  Louis 
Imperato  by  the  Johnson  family. 

The  buildings  are  currently  separately  owned  and  occupied  by  various  businesses  including  Kelley  Wood  Products  Inc,  and 
United  Auto  Electric  Inc. 
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1 History  of  the  Iver  Johnson  Arms  & Cycle  Works,  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  Industry  Files 

2 Johnson  Arms  & Cycle  Works  Brochure,  undated. 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


FITCHBURG 


109  RIVER  STREET 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


R,  S 

519, 2243- 

2248, 2076 

AREA  S - WALTER  HEYWOOD/IVER  JOHNSON 
Factory 


1 


AREA  SHEET  DATA  SHEET 
HEYWOOD  CHAIR  CO.  FACTORY 
109  RIVER  STREET 
FITCHBURG  MASSACHUSETTS 


m 

o 

C/3 

co 

CD 

CO 

CO 

< 


in 

|T 

CD 


CD 

r^. 

cn 


0 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

Q 

f"- 

03 

00 

cn 

CM 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

o> 

03 

T— 

i — 

T— 

1 

T— 

CM 

CO 

CO 

CO 

03 

o 

o 

o 

00 

CD 

> 

0) 

03 

03 

03 

'o- 

E 

LU 

c/5 

CO 

CO 

CO 

TD 

c 

c 

c 

c 

E 

CO 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

_C0 

tg 

03 

LL 

zn 

CD 

03 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

03 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

CO 

i — 

1— 

fc_ 

i_ 

1— 

l_ 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

CO 

<d 

k_ 

U_ 

k— 

fc— 

-Q 

CD 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TD 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

< 

be 

X 

X 

be 

X 

X 

X 

X 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

o 

o 

O 

1 

i — 

1 — 

1 

^ — 

1 — 

T 

T— 

0 

E 


co 


o 

'i— 

o 

to 

X 

Td 

O 

i— 

=3 

O 

CO 

CD 

X 


T“ 

CM 

CO 

in 

CD 

00 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 

c 

c 

c 

C 

c 

C 

C 

c 

td 

TD 

TD 

T3 

TD 

TD 

TD 

TD 

o 

O 

O 

n 

O 

D 

O 

=3 

CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

co 

DO 

CO 

in 

CD 

CD 

r-~ 

CO 

03 

■m- 

■m- 

r- 

M- 

i — 

C\J 

C\J 

C\J 

o 

CM 

CM 

CM 

in 

CM 

CsJ 

C\J 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

t 


♦ 


Fitchburg  109  River  Street 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 

Area(s)  Form  No. 

~E,  S [519,2243-2248,2076 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

[3  Individually  eligible  □ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
□ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  ^ Potential  historic  district 

Criteria:  ^ B C □ D 

Criteria  Considerations:  OA[II]B[I]C(II]D|I]EOF  □ G 


Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

This  area  meets  the  criteria  for  listing  as  an  historic  district  on  the  National  Register  as  an  example  of  nineteenth  century 
mill  construction.  The  Italianate  and  Second  Empire  brick  mill  buildings,  and  wood  framed  accessory  buildings  although 
individually  owned,  are  still  used  as  industrial  buildings  and  retain  a sense  of  their  historic  function.  The  Walter 
Heywood  Chair  Co  and  Iver  Johnson  Arms  and  Cycle  Works  buildings  possess  a high  degree  of  integrity  of  location, 
design,  setting,  workmanship,  feeling  and  materials.  In  addition,  the  area  possesses  historical  associations  with  major 
industrial  and  commercial  figures  such  as  Walter  Heywood  and  Iver  Johnson.  The  building  was  the  primary 
manufacturing  facility  for  the  Walter  Heywood  Chair  and  Iver  Johnson  Arms  and  Cycle  Works  companies  continuously 
from  the  construction  of  the  first  three  mill  buildings  and  the  office  building  in  1870  until  1973.  The  site  was  designed 
and  developed  by  Heywood  for  convenience  and  economy,  unlike  other  nineteenth  century  mills  which  often  developed 
over  time,  adding  buildings  as  the  business  prospered  and  technology  changed.  Like  most  of  Fitchburg's  mills  the 
Heywood  Chair  factory  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Nashua  River,  although  the  primary  impetus  for  its  location  was  the 
railroad  that  followed  the  river’s  course.  The  boundaries  of  this  potential  National  Register  District  are  the  Nashua  River, 
Nockege  Street,  River  Street  and  the  northeasterly  property  line  of  Buildings  #5,  #6,  & #7. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 


Area  C Form  203 

718  Main  Street 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


7323 

C 

203 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Main  Street 


Photograph 

(3  ” x 3 or  3-1/2  ” x 5 ” black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 
Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  the  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Address  718  Main  Street 
Historic  Name  Fitchburg  City  Hall 
Uses:  Present  City  Hall 

Original  Town  Hall 

Date  of  Construction  1852 

Source  1977  Form  B (Fitchburg  Sentinel,  180  June  1892) 
Style/Form  Greek  Revival 
Architect/Builder  Col  Ivers  Phillips 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Brick 

Roof  ? 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates ) 

Addition  & Alterations,  1879  HM  Francis 
Alterations,  ca  1910  HM  Francis  & Sons 
Exterior  Alterations,  ca  1960 
Interior  renovations  ca  1985 

Condition  Good 

Moved  [x]  no  EH  yes  Date 

Acreage  14,170  SF 

Setting 

The  front  fagade  is  approximately  ten  feet  from  the  street 
curb.  The  front  stairs  project  from  the  building  approx  six 
feet  and  are  adjacent  to  the  sidewalk.  A paved  drive  is 
located  on  either  side  of  the  building,  connecting  to  a large 
paved  parking  lot  in  the  rear. 


Follow  Massachuset' 


-Jstorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr  completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  []  see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  brick  two  story  Greek  Revival  building  is  five  bays  x nine  bays.  Brick  pilasters  delineate  each  bay.  The  brick  walls  sit  upon  a granite 
foundation  and  are  capped  by  a gently  pitched  slate  roof.  The  gable  ends  are  temple  fronts  with  Ionic  brick  and  granite  pilasters,  a corbelled 
pediment,  and  a circular  gable  window.  The  Main  Street  entablature  contains  the  gold  signage,  ‘Fitchburg  City  Hall’.  The  windows  on  the 
front  elevation  are  6/6  double  hung  sash  arch-topped  windows.  Granite  brackets  support  granite  lintels  and  sills.  The  central  three  bays 
contain  doors;  a double  door  in  the  center  is  topped  by  a large  fanlight  and  is  flanked  by  single  doors  also  topped  by  fanlights.  The  doors  are 
reached  via  side  approach  granite  stairs  with  large  granite  paneled  posts  connected  by  a granite  baluster. 

The  side  elevations  have  six  bays  with  rectangular  12/12  double  hung  sash  windows  with  granite  lintels  and  sill.  The  first  floor  windows  of 
the  third-sixth  bay  have  been  replaced  with  modern  casement  windows.  The  casement  windows  are  shorter  than  the  original  double  hung 
windows  and  the  upper  portion  of  the  brick  opening  has  been  in-filled  with  light  colored  brick. 

The  rear  three  bays  of  the  building  are  part  of  the  1879  addition.  This  portion  of  the  building  is  four  stories  high,  the  fourth  story  is 
illuminated  by  a shed  dormer  on  either  side  of  the  building.  The  bay  connecting  the  addition  to  the  older  building  contains  an  arched  recessed 
entry  with  a granite  keystone.  Above  the  entry  is  an  arched  window.  The  remaining  windows  have  been  replaced  with  modern  casement 
windows. 

The  interior  was  altered  in  ca  1985.  Very  little  original  material  remains.  The  interior  floors  are  double  loaded  corridors  with  a stair  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  building  and  another  near  the  rear  entrance  on  the  western  elevation. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  |E1  see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state ) history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  January  5,  1852  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  voted  to  build  for  a cost  of  $20,000  the  New  Town  Hall  on  the  site  at  Upper 
Main  Street  near  the  Common.  Col.  Ivers  Phillips  a member  of  the  committee  assembled  to  research  the  advisability  of  constructing  a new  hall 
resigned  from  the  committee  to  serve  as  the  contractor.  Phillips  utilized  local  craftsmen  to  construct  the  building.  Tradesmen  included:  Ward 
B Farrar,  carpenter;  Deacon  SA  Wheeler,  a stone  mason;  William  H Goodwin,  timber  framer;  and  Alonzo  P Goodrich,  brick-maker.1 

In  September  1852  the  Democratic  State  Convention  was  held  in  the  partially  completed  building.  The  building  was  dedicated  a few  months 
later  on  January  7,  1853. 2 The  first  town  meeting  was  held  in  the  new  hall  in  March  of  that  year.  The  building  was  enlarged  by  a rear 
addition  designed  by  HM  Francis  in  1879.  During  construction  of  the  addition  in  July  of  1879  a tornado  demolished  the  new  wall  and  roof. 
HM  Francis  & Sons  also  completed  minor  alterations  ca.  1910.  The  building  continues  to  be  used  as  the  City  Hall  for  the  City  of  Fitchburg. 

It  has  in  the  past  also  contained  a post  office  (ca  1870),  public  library,  local  businesses,  and  the  High  Street  Grammar  School. 

The  front  of  the  building  has  been  altered  ca  1960.  The  capitals  on  the  two  story  pilasters  were  originally  of  the  Composite  Order  and  the 
building  was  originally  done  in  the  Italianate  Style,  (see  figure  A)  A fluted  section  under  the  present  day  Ionic  Capital  decorates  the  height 
that  was  once  taken  up  by  the  Composite  Capital.  In  addition  to  the  changes  made  to  the  pilasters,  early  photographs  depict  an  earlier 
entrance  stairway.  The  stairs  were  three  bays  wide  across  the  front  and  wrapped  back  against  the  front  facade  of  the  building. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  |E1  see  continuation  sheet 


dl  Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


1 Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  Riverf  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971)  p.227. 

2 Ibid 
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718  Main  Street 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


Figure  A from  The  City  & The  River,  date  unknown 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  cont’d 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River. ( Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971). 

Inventory  of  Historic  and  Archaeological  Assets  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  (inventory  forms  for  historic  properties  and 
archaeological  sites  recorded  in  Fitchburg).  1977 
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Area  D Form  456 

1 Wood  Place 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


7309 

D 

456 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Main  Street 


Photograph 

(3”  x 3"  or  3-1/2"  x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 
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Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 
Source 
Style/F  orm 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
Foundation  Granite 


1 Wood  Place 

Rev  Horatio  Stebbins  House 

Office 

Residential 

ca  1875 

Map  & Style 

Italianate 


Wall/Trim  Brick 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  ( with  dates ) 

Entry  portico  ca  1980 

Condition  Good 

Moved  ^ no  Q yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  an  acre 

Setting 

One  wood  Place  sits  surrounded  by  asphalt  parking  lots  on  a blutt 
above  Boulder  Drive  and  the  Nashua  River. 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 
Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  the  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachusetts  "'storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  for  vnpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  brick  2 Vi  story  brick  duplex  is  six  bays  x two  bays  with  a one-story  entry  perpendicular  to  the  main  building  form.  The  entrance  is  wood 
frame  over  a brick  base  with  a gable  roof  sheathed  in  standing  seam  metal.  A cupola  and  weathervane  sit  atop  the  metal  roof.  The  front  half 
of  the  entry  is  a portico  with  two  slender  columns  supporting  the  end  of  the  gable.  A pair  of  French  patio  doors  is  reached  from  the  side  by 
two  sets  of  brick  stairs  with  cast  iron  railings.  The  main  building  form  sits  on  a granite  foundation;  T-shaped  brick  corbels  under  a slate  roof 
cap  its  brick  walls.  Three  gable  dormers  break  the  roof;  the  central  dormer  has  two  6/6  double  hung  sash  windows.  The  flanking  dormers 
each  have  an  8/8  double  hung  sash  window.  One  the  second  floor  to  either  side  of  the  entry  is  a narrow  6/6  double  hung  sash  window.  The 
remaining  windows  are  8/8  double  hung  sash  windows  with  granite  sills  and  lintels.  The  first  and  second  floor  windows  have  wood  shutters 
held  open  by  cast  iron  latches. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

One  Wood  Place  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  examples  of  residential  dwellings  in  Fitchburg  that  developed  between  the  central  portion  of 
Main  Street  and  the  Nashua  River  in  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries.  Built  ca.  1875  the  2 Vi  story  brick  duplex  first  appears  on  the  on 
a city  map  in  1895.  One  of  the  earliest  owners  was  the  Reverend  Horatio  Stebbins.1  In  1915  the  dwelling  was  numbered  Vi  Wood  Place.  One 
unit  was  the  residence  of  Robert  Wiley,  an  employee  of  Wiley  & Foss,  mason  contractors.  The  other  unit  was  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Betsey 
Stone.  By  1930  five  residents  occupied  the  two  units;  unit  1 was  the  residence  of  Morris  O’Conner  and  Edgar  Blackwood,  a welder;  unit  2 
was  the  residence  of  Nora  Carey,  James  O’Brien  and  John  Noble,  a machinist.  The  building  is  now  the  office  of  an  accounting  tirm  and  is 
owned  by  Kenneth  W Caron. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  EH  see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

“Streets”  Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  tiles  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

| | Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


1 Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  ot  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 


Area  I Form  1107 

106  Mt  Vernon  Street 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  x 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only ) Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 
Source 
Style/Form 
Architect/Builder 


Mt  Vernon 

106  Mt  Vernon 

George  F Simonds  House 

Residential 

Residential 

cal870 

City  Directories 
Italianate 
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Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


hJ 

▲ 


77 


71 

67 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Unknown 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 
Roof  Unknown 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

30’x  30’  stone  structure  at  the  back  of  the  house. 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

Replacement  of  original  double  hung  sash  windows  with  picture 
window  ca  1980. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  ED  yes  Date 
Acreage  1.22  acres 
Setting 

Set  on  a sloping  site  approximately  80’  from  Mt  Vernon  Street 
and  35’  from  Garnet  Street.  A drive  from  Mt  Vernon  leads  to  the 
house.  A low  stone  wall  and  a tall  row  of  box  hedges  divides  the 
house  from  Garnet  Street.  The  rear  ot  the  site  is  wooded. 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 

Follow  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  for  vnpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  simple  hipped  roof  Italianate  is  two  stories  tall  with  a square  rooftop  cupola  and  deep  bracketed  cornice.  The  houses  faces  south  towards 
the  river  and  is  set  back  from  Mt  Vernon  Street.  A sweeping  drive  provides  access  from  Mt  Vernon.  The  main  form  parallel  to  Garnet  is 
three  bays  by  two  bays.  The  central  front  bay  is  a two  story  projecting  bay.  The  rear  ell  is  three  bays  by  two  bays.  A full  width  porch  on  the 
front  has  a central  semi  circular  bay.  The  porch  is  supported  by  full  height  columns,  and  is  topped  with  a wood  balustrade.  The  porch  along 
the  east  side  of  the  rear  ell  is  less  detailed  than  the  front  porch.  Windows  are  double  hung  replacement  windows.  The  windows  in  the 
projecting  bay  are  topped  by  wood  panels  with  a circular  design.  To  the  rear  of  the  house  is  a large  one  story  stone  structure  with  an  arched 
opening.  The  stone  structure  measures  approximately  30'  x 30’  and  the  walls  are  3 feet  deep. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Built  ca  1870,  the  1870  Atlas  of  Worcester  County  indicates  106  Mt  Vernon  was  the  home  of  George  F Simonds,  the  First  president  of 
Simonds  Saw  & Steel  Company,  and  edge  tool  manufacturer  located  at  58  Main  Street.  George’s  father,  Abel  Simonds,  and  John  T Farwell 
founded  JT  Farwell  & Co,  a small  scythe  shop  in  W Fitchburg  in  1832.  In  1864  George,  his  brother  Alvan  A.  and  Benjamin  Snowe  took  over 
Abel  Simonds  business  and  changed  the  name  to  Simonds  Manufacturing.  The  company  relocated  to  North  and  Main  Street  in  1868  When 
additional  Simonds  brothers,  Thomas,  Danel  & Edwin  joined  the  company.  In  1888  George  F Simonds  left  the  family  company  to  form 
Simonds  Rolling  Machine  Company,  producing  ball  bearing  in  a factory  on  Willow  Street.1 

In  1899  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Henry  McGrath,  president  of  Union  Coal  Co.  Henrys’  widow  Katherine  McGrath  lived  in  the 
house  after  his  death  from  1915-1920  until  the  1950s.  The  house  then  became  the  residence  of  David  and  Eleanor  McNamara.  David 
McNamara  was  an  insurance  broker.  His  wife  Eleanor  is  the  current  owner. 

Only  one  building,  26  Willow  Street  (MHC#  402)  ca  1920  is  extant  of  the  former  Simonds  Saw  & Steel  Company  complex  on  Main  and 
North  Streets. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Penka,  Ruth.  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923.  Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995. 


[X]  Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


1 Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923  (Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995)  p.  15. 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

3 Individually  eligible  3 Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
D Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  3 A □ B 3 C □ D 

Criteria  Considerations:  3aOb3COd3eOF  D G 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Geoffrey  E.  Melhuish,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

The  George  F.  Simonds  House  located  at  106  Mt  Vernon  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  examples  of  Italianate  style 
architecture  in  Fitchburg.  In  addition,  the  house  possesses  historical  associations  with  George  F.  Simonds,  President  of 
Simonds  Saw  and  Steel  Company,  and  a major  player  in  the  economic  development  of  Fitchburg.  Retaining  integrity  of 
location,  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship,  the  George  F.  Simonds  house  meets  the  Criteria  A and  C for 
individual  listing  on  the  National  Register  at  the  local  level. 
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Photograph 

(3”  x 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only ) Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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55  Garnet  Street 

Historic  Name 

Alpheus  P Kimball  House 

Uses:  Present 

Nursing  Home 

Original 

Residential 

Date  of  Construction 

ca  1870 

Source 

Plans  & City  Directories 

Style/Form 

Second  Empire 

Architect/Builder 

Henry  M Francis 

Exterior  Material: 
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Julie  Ann  Larry 
Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 
Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  the  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Attached  one  story  barn 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates ) 

Infill  of  some  original  window  openings,  date  unknown 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^no  D yes  Date 
Acreage  less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a level  portion  of  a steeply  sloping  lot.  The  falling  slope  is 
retained  by  a low  granite  wall.  The  steep  slope  is  heavily  wooded. 
The  house  is  approximately  8’  from  the  street. 
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completing  this  form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  two  story  asymmetrical  Second  Empire  house  at  55  Garnet  is  a very  narrow  1 bay  x 7 bay  house  with  an  attached  one  story  barn  with  a 
straight  mansard  roof.  The  ell  is  four  bays  and  like  the  barn  is  one  story  with  a mansard  roof.  The  main  house  has  a projecting  wing  flanked 
by  the  western  porch  of  the  main  house  and  the  small  entry  porch  of  the  ell.  The  ell  entry  has  four  arched  openings,  two  are  infilled  with 
clapboard  walls  and  centered  doublehung  windows.  The  porch  of  the  main  house  is  three  bays,  the  bay  closet  to  the  tower  leads  to  the  main 
entrance  to  the  house.  To  the  west  of  the  door  are  paired  double  hung  windows.  The  window  above  on  the  second  floor  has  been  removed 
and  is  blank.  On  the  narrow  western  fagade  is  a two  story  stepped  bay  window  with  windows  on  each  floor.  The  corner  panels  are  recessed. 
The  windows  on  the  house  are  topped  by  hoods  and  the  second  floor  windows  are  linked  by  a continuous  wood  lintel.  The  cornice  of  the 
main  house,  and  bay  windows  are  bracketed.  The  lower  level  of  the  third  floor  slate  mansard  is  interrupted  hooded  dormers.  The  house  is 
well  detailed  and  intact. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Alpheus  P Kimball  (1819-1899)  was  a Deputy  Sheriff  and  jailor  ca  1864.  AP  Kimball  was  the  son  of  the  proprietor  of  Alpheus  Kimball  and 
Sons,  scythe  and  lath  manufacturers.  In  1890  55  Garnet  was  also  the  home  of  Arthur  H Kimball,  Superintendant  in  the  electrical  department 
at  Fitchburg  Gas  Co  and  Herman  P Kimball,  an  electrician  at  Fitchburg  Gas  Co.  In  1904  55  Garnet  became  the  home  of  Kendall  F Crocker, 
trustee  of  Crocker  Realty  Trust  Co.  Kendall  Crocker  lived  in  the  home  until  his  death  in  the  1940s.  His  widow  Amy  remained  in  the  house 
until  1947.  Between  1947-1950  the  house  was  converted  to  a nursing  home.  John  & Rita  Roncone  initially  ran  the  Grand  View  Nursing 
Home.  In  1997  there  were  17  residents  in  the  nursing  home.  There  are  currently  19  units. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Inventory  of  Historic  and  Archaeological  Assets  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  (inventory  forms  for  historic  properties  and 
archaeological  sites  recorded  in  Fitchburg).  #1114,  1977 

[X]  Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  Community  Property  Address 

Massachusetts  Archives  Building  Fitchburg  55  Garnet  street 

220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 

Area(s)  Form  No. 

II1114 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

[3  Individually  eligible  □ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
□ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  □ A □ B E3  C □ D 

Criteria  Considerations:  CZI  A CH  B [HI  C dl  D CH  E CH  F □ G 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Geoffrey  E.  Melhuish,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects.  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

The  Alpheus  P.  Kimball  house  located  at  55  Garnet  Street  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  examples  of  a property  constructed 
in  the  Second  Empire  style  in  Fitchburg.  Retaining  integrity  of  location,  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship,  the 
Alpheus  P.  Kimball  meets  the  Criteria  C for  individual  listing  on  the  National  Register  at  the  local  level. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 


Photograph 

(3”  x 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  ( month  / year)  April  2000 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 
Source 
Style/Form 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Brick 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates ) 


15  East  Street 

East  Street  School 

Vacant 

School 

1903 

Fitchburg  Sentinel 
Classical  Revival 
Henry  M Francis  & Sons 


Condition  fair 
Moved  ^ no  □ yes  Date 
Acreage  less  than  an  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a level  lot  approx  75’  from  Lunenburg  Street,  20'  from 
Townsend  Street,  12’  from  East  Street 


Follow  Massachusett  'istorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fc  • ompleting  this  form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  three  story  hipped  roof  Classical  Revival  schoolhouse  is  7 bays  x 7 bays.  The  granite  foundation  and  a banded  brick  base  support  the 
brick  walls.  The  five  central  bays  of  the  front  facade  are  composed  of  a square  first  floor  window,  a rectangular  first  floor  window  and  an 
arched  third  floor  window.  The  windows  of  the  upper  two  floors  are  located  in  the  same  slightly  recessed  masonry  opening  and  are  divided 
by  a panel  banding.  The  arches  windows  are  topped  by  a band  of  stone  with  a keystone  arch.  The  central  bays  are  flanked  by  a single  flat 
arched  window  with  a projecting  keystone  between  the  second  and  third  floor  level.  The  west  and  east  ends  of  the  building  are  mirror  images. 
The  southern  three  bays  have  a projecting  brick  entry  portico  capped  by  a deep  entablature  with  metopes  and  triglyphs  and  a dentiled  cornice. 
The  second  and  third  floors  of  the  entry  bays  have  a central  two  story  window  with  an  arched  top  and  keystone.  The  remaining  bays  have 
square  first  floor  window  below  by  a single  flat  arched  window  with  a projecting  keystone  on  the  second  floor  and  a third  floor  window  with  a 
granite  sill.  There  are  three  dormers  on  the  south  slope  of  the  roof.  The  east  and  west  dormers  are  hipped  and  the  central  dormer  has  an 
overhanging  gable.  All  the  dormers  have  paired  windows. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  school  was  built  in  1903. 1 2 Built  of  Brick  and  steel  it  has  twelve  rooms.  An  earlier  East  Street  School  is  listed  in  City  Directories  as  early 
as  1880,  this  school  only  had  two  teachers.  The  building  ceased  being  used  as  an  elementary  school  ca  1972.'  From  1976-1991  the  building 
was  used  FLLAC  Collaborative,  an  educational  collaborative  for  Montachusett  region  public  schools.3  The  City  owned  the  building  in  1991. 
The  current  owner  is  Mark  Rivers. 

One  of  the  last  small  neighborhood  schools  to  be  built  in  Fitchburg  between  1847-1910,  the  East  Street  school  is  contemporary  with  the  1902 
Bartley  Nolan  School  on  Salem  Street,  which  has  been  converted  to  residential  use.  The  majority  of  the  neighborhood  schools  were  built  ca 
1845  (1841  Hoffman  School  on  School  Street  MHC  # 343,  the  1847  Dillion  Street  School  on  Day  Street  and  the  1850  South  Fitchburg 
School)  or  ca  1890  (The  1889  West  Fitchburg  School  MHC  #703,  the  1884  Rollstone  Street  School,  the  1891  Goodrich  Street  School,  and 
the  1893  Laurel  Street  School). 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Kl  Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


1 Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

2 Ibid 

3 Ibid 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

Individually  eligible  □ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  □ A □ B ^ C □ D 

Criteria  Considerations:  [I|A|II|B|II|COD[IlE[I]F  DG 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry.  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

The  East  Street  School  located  at  15  East  Street  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  examples  of  Classical  Revival  school 
architecture  in  Fitchburg.  One  of  the  few  remaining  Fitchburg  neighborhood  schools,  that  is  in  good  condition  and  has 
remained  unaltered.  Retaining  integrity  of  location,  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship,  the  Eat  Street  School 
meets  the  Criteria  C for  individual  listing  on  the  National  Register  at  the  local  level. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 
Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
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434  Fifth  Massachusetts 
Turnpike 

John  Harris  House 
“Corntossel” 
Single-family  Residential 

Single-family  Residential 

1815 

Style  & Historical  Society 

Files 

Cape 

John  Harris 


Exterior  Material: 
Foundation  Stone 
Wall/Trim  Wood  Shingles 


Roof  Asphalt  shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Shed  with  attached  carport  lean  to 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  EH  yes  Date 
Acreage  less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

The  house  is  located  on  a gently  sloping  sight  in  a rural  setting. 
There  are  evergreen  trees  scattered  about  the  property  and  a small 
shed  is  located  near  the  property’s  western  border.  The  house  is 
approx  20’  from  the  road  and  has  104'  of  frontage  on  5lh  Mass 
Turnpike  & 186’  frontage  on  Franklin  Road. 


Follow  Massachusetts 


storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  for 


•'ui npleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


QO0<j 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  exterior  of  the  small  five  bay  cape  with  a central  brick  chimney  and  gable  roof  at  434  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  is  in  good  condition. 
The  Wi  story  rectangular  shaped  building  has  a shed  addition  spanning  the  north,  or  back  side  of  the  house  creating  a saltbox  shape.  There  is 
a one-story  addition  with  a gable  roof  attached  to  the  east  side  of  the  house.  The  house  is  clad  with  wood  shingles  and  has  an  asphalt  shingle 
roof. 

The  south  facing  facade  is  symmetrically  laid  out  with  the  door  in  the  middle.  The  front  entrance  is  a batten  door  trimmed  in  flat  casing  and 
topped  with  a five-light  transom.  A nine-paned  fixed  window  is  centered  over  the  door.  A second  entrance  to  the  rear  of  the  house  has  a 
small  gable  roof.  A third  entrance  leads  to  the  one  story  addition  at  the  side  of  the  house.  The  windows  in  the  main  portion  of  the  house  are 
12/12  double-hung  sash.  The  smaller  windows  in  the  additions  are  6/6  double-hung  sash.  Flat  wood  trim  boards  serve  as  corner  boards  and 
the  wood  shingles  extend  to  the  grade  at  the  north  end  of  the  house. 

The  property  gradually  slopes  down  from  north  to  south  and  east  to  west,  but  is  relatively  flat  at  the  corner  of  the  Turnpike  & Franklin  Road 
where  the  house  is  sited.  The  house  is  setback  from  the  street  approximately  twenty  feet.  Large  pine  trees  shade  the  house  along  the  east,  and 
there  are  several  low  shrubs  along  the  Turnpike  well  away  from  the  house.  There  are  few  foundation  plantings.  A brick  paved  patio  is 
accessed  from  the  rear  entrance  of  the  house. 

A secondary  wood  shingled  shed  with  a gable  roof  is  located  to  the  west  of  the  house  at  the  low  point  of  the  property.  There  is  a shed  lean-to 
large  enough  to  cover  a car  attached  to  the  west  side  of  the  shed.  The  shed  is  in  good  condition. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  [X]  see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Construction  of  turnpikes  throughout  the  Commonwealth  was  popular  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  petitions  for  turnpikes  were 
made  to  the  Legislature.  The  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Corporation  laid  down  a road  in  1799.  The  road  started  in  Northfield,  and 
connected  the  Towns  of  Westminister,  Fitchburg,  Leominister,  and  Lancaster  with  Boston.  Among  the  petitioners  for  the  new  Fifth 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  were  David  Boutelle,  whose  house  was  located  along  the  route,  and  Charles  Prentice.  Swinging  gates  were  placed 
ten  miles  apart  through  which  travelers  passed  after  paying  a toll. 

Fitchburg’s  only  tollhouse  was  on  land  owned  by  Joe  Palmer  west  of  Mount  Elam  Road  near  a sawmill  and  brook.  The  road  was  one  of  the 
few  passable  roads  in  Fitchburg  and  soon  became  heavily  trafficked.  John  Harris  constructed  his  home  at  the  present  434  in  1815.  A number 
of  Fitchburg’s  earliest  houses  are  located  in  this  area  and  the  Harris  house  is  a well-maintained  example  of  the  style  of  these  early  houses.  Use 
of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  declined  with  the  advent  of  the  Fitchburg  RR  and  the  development  of  the  city  along  the  river  in  the 
nineteenth  century. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  Q see  continuation  sheet 

Garretson,  Frank  and  City  of  Fitchburg  Historical  Commission.  Fitchburg  Preservation  Plan.  Fitchburg  Massachusetts:  City  of  Fitchburg, 
1978. 

Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Kirkpatrick,  Doris.  The  City  and  the  River.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971.  p.  137. 

“Daniel  Harris”  unpublished  manuscripts  by  Nellie  Bates  Hubbard  in  the  Biography  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
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Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


) 


) 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET  Fitchburg 


434  FIFTH 
MASSACHUSETTS 
TURNPIKE 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


2009 


John  Harris  was  bom  in  West  Fitchburg  on  February  23, 1793.  His  parents,  Daniel  (1751-1820)  and  Judith  Goodale  (1761- 
1837)  Harris,  lived  in  a house  on  the  eastern  corner  of  Franklin  and  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike.  While  serving  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  Daniel  Harris  fought  at  the  battles  of  Bunker  Hill,  Massachusetts;  Brandywine,  Delaware;  and 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  John  Harris  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  In  1819  he  married  Dolly  Gates  of  Marlborough,  NH. 
Dolly,  the  daughter  of  Levi,  a NH  legislator,  and  Hannah  Brigham  Gates,  before  her  marriage  was  a district  school 
teacher.' 


'“Daniel  Harris”,  unpublished  manuscripts  by  Nellie  Bates  Hubbard  in  the  Biography  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

3 Individually  eligible  3 Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
□ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  3 A 

□ B 

3 C 

□ D 

Criteria  Considerations: 

□ A 

□ B 

□ cDdDeDf  □ g 

Statement  of  Significance  bv  Julie  Ann  Larry.  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 
The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

The  John  Harris  House  is  one  of  the  best  extant  examples  of  a 1 Vi  story  center  chimney  cape  constructed  along  the  Fifth 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  in  Fitchburg.  Clustered  with  several  other  early  nineteenth  century  homes  and  a district  school, 
the  house  retains  integrity  of  location,  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship,  the  John  Harris  House  meets  the 
Criteria  C for  individual  listing  on  the  National  Register  at  the  local  level.  The  house  is  also  significant  for  its  association 
with  the  construction  of  turnpikes  in  Massachusetts  in  the  last  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  Fifth  Massachusetts 
Turnpike  built  in  1799  was  one  of  the  earliest  roads  connecting  Fitchburg  with  Boston  and  its  harbor.  The  turnpike  was  a 
heavily  trafficked  road  until  the  arrival  of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  line  in  1844.  Located  near  the  southern  edge  of  the  City 
limits,  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  was  considered  for  same  years  as  the  center  of  Fitchburg,  but  was  later  replaced 
by  a new  town  center  along  the  Nashua. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  x 3"  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  ( month  /year)  April  2000 


7401 

2234 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 


Address 

Blossom  Street 

18  Blossom  Street 

Historic  Name 

The  Crescent  Apartments 

Uses:  Present 

Vacant 

Original 

Multifamily  Residential 

Date  of  Construction 

1917 

Source 

City  Directories 

Style/Form 

Classical  Revival 

Architect/Builder 

George  B Aldeman  & Co. 

Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Brick 

Roof  unknown 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

Removal  of  window  units  ca  1985 

Condition  The  building  is  vacant  and  boarded  up. 

Moved  [*]  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  on  a steeply  sloping  lot  at  the  foot  of  Blossom  Street  the 
Building  can  be  seen  from  a distance  as  it  one  of  Fitchburg’s 
tallest  buildings  in  the  Downtown  area. 


Follow  Massachusetts  historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  for  ompleting  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


M3  y 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ .see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  Crescent  Apartment  Building  is  seven  stories  above  grade  at  the  corner  of  Blossom  & Crescent  Street.  The  first  story  is  sheathed  in  a 
rough  granite,  the  second  floor  is  divided  from  the  first  by  a granite  beltcourse  and  is  a smooth  faced  granite.  The  upper  five  stones  are  brick 
under  a dentiled  projecting  cornice.  The  building  is  5 window  bays  x 6 window  bays  of  single  double  hung  windows,  an  additional  bay  on 
the  curved  corner  wall  has  paired  double  hung  windows.  The  north  facade  is  blank.  The  west  facade  has  arched  windows  in  the  lowest 
granite  story  and  two  bays  to  the  north  of  paired  double  hung  windows,  and  a central  bay  of  single  double  hung  windows. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Built  ca  1917/1918  on  the  site  of  a smaller  1 Vi  story  brick  and  a 2 Vi  story  wooden  buildings  at  20  Blossom  and  40  Crescent.  The  first  floor 
shopfronts  (#18  Blossom  -#24  Blossom)  were  rented  to  business  and  the  upper  floors  were  apartments  (units  #31-79).  In  1918  only  a handful 
of  tenants  are  listed  in  City  Directories  as  residing  in  the  The  Crescent  Apartments  including  Archie  Benson,  a cook;  Willhelm  Von  Hartung, 
US  Army;  and  Payne  Williams,  an  attorney.  In  1918  the  business  at  24  Bloosom  was  National  Tailoring  Co.  In  the  1920s  the  shops  were 
occupied  by  Nashim  Joseph  & Sons  Realty  Company  and  Henry  Burwich  Taylor.  A doctor,  an  osteopath,  an  insurance  agent,  and  a beauty 
shop  occupied  some  of  the  eight  units  at  22  Blossom.  The  apartments  were  still  mostly  occupied  as  late  as  1975.  In  the  1980s  the  number  of 
tenants  declined  according  to  City  Directories.  The  building  is  now  vacant  and  boarded  up.  City  assessors  records  list  the  owner  as  John  M 
Keough,  trs. 

Nashim  Joseph  started  his  real  estate  business  in  1917,  having  worked  for  14  years  in  the  industrial  mills  since  coming  to  the  United  States  in 
1903  from  Lebanon.  Joseph  first  settled  in  Winchendon  and  worked  in  White’s  Cotton  Mill,  in  1915  he  moved  to  Fitchburg  and  worked  in  the 
Orswell  Mill.  In  1923  he  acquired  the  Crescent  Apartments,  which  he  ran  with  his  sons.1 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  Q see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Kirkpatrick,  Doris.  Around  the  World  in  Fitchburg.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1975. 

Massachusetts  Division  of  Inspection.  Building  Inspection  Plans.  Card  File.  [Massachusetts  State  Archives,  Boston]. 

I | Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


1 Doris  Kirkpatrick,  Around  the  World  in  Fitchburg  (Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1975)  p.328. 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


FITCHBURG 


18  BLOSSOM  ST 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


2234 


West  Elevation 


East  Elevation  - Blossom  Street  1-3  floors 


« 

\> 


e 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET  fitchburg  is  blossom  st 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


2234 


East  Elevation  - 
Blossom  Street  2-7  floors 


East  Elevation  - 
Context 


4 I 


*1 

( 


•»>  < ’ •» 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 


Area  Form  2235 

279  Daniels  Street 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


2235 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village ) Cleghorn 


Photograph 

(3"  x 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 
Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  the  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  ( month /year)  April  2000 


Address  279  Daniels  Street 
Historic  Name  Couvent  de  Fideles  Compagnes  de  Jesus 
Uses:  Present  Institutional 

Original  Convent 

Date  of  Construction  1900 
Source  Fitchburg  Sentinel  5/22/82 
Style/F  orm  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Brick 

Wall/Trim  Brick 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

Ca  1980  addition  of  elderly  housing  towers. 

Condition  fair 

Moved  ^ no  EH  yes  Date 

Acreage 

Setting 

Set  on  a steeply  northern  slope  overlooking  the  Nashua  River 
Valley.  The  site  occupies  the  entire  block  bounded  by  Columbus, 
Daniels,  Madison,  and  Chester  Streets. 


Follow  Massachusett-  ’Ustorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo  ■ ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


✓U35 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

An  asphalt  drive  off  Daniels  Street  exits  on  Madison  Street  and  leads  to  the  entry  of  the  four  story  Queen  Anne.  The  entrance  to  the  T-shaped 
building  is  through  a one-story  addition  to  the  east  that  connects  the  new  five  and  seven  story  residential  wings  to  the  historic  convent. 

The  brick  building  is  twelve  bays  x four  bays  with  a hipped  roof.  The  main  two  stories  are  set  on  a one  story  brick  base,  separated  by  a 
granite  belt  course.  A fourth  story  is  accommodated  in  part  by  a variety  of  dormers  that  break  the  eave  of  the  roof  and  is  separated  from  the 
lower  floors  by  a granite  belt  course.  On  the  east  and  west  facades  a gable  roofed  dormer  projects  from  the  main  roof  of  the  building.  The 
gable  is  supported  by  four  brackets  and  is  penetrated  by  brick  chimneys.  A metal  balcony  supported  by  metal  brackets  protrudes  from  the 
face  of  the  building  underneath  the  gable  dormer  windows. 

The  five  central  bays  of  the  north  facade  project  from  the  side  bays  approx  ten  feet  or  one  window  bay  in  distance.  A full  width  balcony 
extends  across  the  second  floor  and  is  accessed  by  a central  door.  Ten  small  double  hung  sash  windows  are  arranged  symmetrically  on  the 
fourth  floor  above  the  lower  five  bays.  From  each  side  bay  a two  story  circular  bay  projects  from  the  face  of  the  building  and  is  topped  by  a 
conical  roof.  The  hipped  roof  has  three  gable  dormers  with  paneled  decorative  bargeboards;  smaller  hipped  roof  dormers  sit  atop  the  roof 
over  the  side  bays.  The  eave  of  the  hip  roof  is  broken  by  a shed  dormer  with  a pair  of  double  hung  sash  windows  centered  on  the  side  bays. 
Two  small  dormers  above  the  three  gable  dormers  provide  venting  for  the  attic. 

The  central  five  bays  of  the  south  elevation  are  flanked  by  two  five  story  towers  each  with  three  window  bays  and  capped  by  hipped  gable 
roof.  Five  small  double  hung  sash  windows  are  arranged  symmetrically  on  the  fourth  floor  above  the  lower  five  bays.  The  central  hipped  roof 
has  three  gable  dormers  with  paneled  decorative  bargeboards.  The  eave  of  the  hip  roof  on  the  side  bays  is  broken  by  a shed  dormer  with  a pair 
of  double  hung  sash  windows  in  an  arched  opening.  Two  small  dormers  above  the  three  gable  dormers  provide  venting  for  the  attic.  On  the 
southern  side  bay  a two  story  shed  roof  addition  three  bays  wide  extends  from  the  tower  to  the  edge  of  the  building.  Above  the  addition  is  a 
circular  window.  The  three  arched  openings  on  the  lower  story  of  the  addition  are  bricked  in  as  is  the  clerestory  window  openings  on  the 
second  floor.  The  central  bay  of  the  south  elevation  also  has  a bricked  in  arched  opening  on  the  first  and  second  floors  at  the  location  of  the 
missing  original  entrance  portico. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  1895/1896  thirteen  sisters  of  the  order  of  Sisters  Faithful  Companions  of  Jesus  came  from  Saskatchewan,  Canada  to  teach  at  the  St  Joseph  s 
Parish  Grammar  School.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  school  necessitated  the  construction  of  the  brick  convent  in  1900.  A high  school, 
elementary  school,  and  boarding  school  occupied  the  convent  until  1925  when  the  high  school  closed.  The  convent  was  then  sold  to  St 
Joseph’s  parish,  administered  by  the  LaSalette  Fathers.  In  1975  the  convent  was  again  sold.  Ca.  1980  a large  six-story  addition  was  added 
when  the  convent  was  converted  to  an  elderly  housing  complex. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 


St  Josephs  Parish  Family  Bulletin  of  1904- 1905, unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  St  Joseph  s 
Parish”  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 


□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  ( month  /year)  April  2000 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


8075 

2236 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 

Moran  Square 

Address  8 Lunenburg  Street 
Historic  Name  Moran  Square  Diner 
Uses:  Present  Diner 

Original  Diner 

Date  of  Construction  1939 
Source  Fitchburg  Sentinel 
Style/F  orm  Worcester  Diner 

Architect/Builder  Worcester  Lunchcart  Co.,  Worcester,  MA 

Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Concrete 

Wall/Trim  Red  Steel 
Roof  Asphalt  Shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates ) 

Concrete  block  addition  cal 940 

Condition  good 
Moved  [X]  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  approx  45’  from  Main  Street  the  lunch  car  has  parking  in  the 
front.  The  car  is  located  near  the  intersection  of  Summer, 
Lunenburg,  & Main  Street  in  Moran  Square. 


Follow  Massachusett'  ytorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo’ 


ynpleting  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

Manufactured  as  #765  by  the  Worcester  Lunchcart  Company,  Moran  Square  Diner  is  a well-preserved  and  rare  example  of  the  barrel-roofed 
diners  produced  by  the  Worcester-based  company.  The  diner  has  been  located  on  the  current  site  since  it  was  purchased  new  from  the 
manufacturer  in  1840. 

Nine  bays  wide  and  five  bays  deep,  the  Moran  Square  Diner  is  a wood  frame  diner  that  is  oriented  long  end  to  Main  Street.  The  diner  rests  on 
a concrete  foundation  and  has  steel  wall  panels  that  are  bright  red  with  yellow  trim.  The  barrel  roof  is  clad  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  end 
bays  are  vestibule  entrances  reached  via  sets  of  two  concrete  steps  with  a metal  handrail.  Windows  have  single-hung  steel  sashes  and  stained 
glass  transoms  above.  The  stained  glass  is  red-orange  in  color  and  patterned  like  marble.  A roof  sign  is  missing  lettering  and  has  a clock  on 
the  western  end.  Additional  signage  is  painted  on  the  enamel  side  panels.  Small  black  iron  exterior  lights  are  located  between  each  window. 

A concrete  block  addition  to  the  north  extends  the  length  of  the  diner.  The  addition  is  three  bays  x nine  bays  and  has  a nearly  flat  roof  hidden 
from  street  view  by  a parapet  end  wall.  The  addition  is  consistent  with  the  historic  use  of  the  diner  over  time  and  does  not  compromise  the 
diner’s  architectural  integrity  as  it  is  to  the  rear  of  the  building  and  secondary  to  the  main  block. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

By  the  1920s  stationary  roadside  dining  cars  replaced  horse  drawn  lunch  wagons  that  had  started  in  Massachusetts  in  the  late  1880s.  Lunch 
wagons  primarily  served  night  workers  in  nearby  factories.  Dining  cars  with  their  name’s  allusion  to  the  dining  cars  of  the  railroad  served 
meals  twenty-four  hours  a day.  The  earliest  dining  cars  were  located  in  busy  dow'ntown  business  districts  and  near  manufacturing  facilities. 
Later  dining  cars  would  become  popular  along  major  routes  and  highways.  Between  1923-1924  dining  cars  became  popularly  known  as 
diners. 

The  earliest  form  of  diners  extant  in  Massachusetts  has  a barrel-roof  and  stools  at  the  counter.  Booths  were  added  to  diner  design  in  the  1920s 
in  an  effort  to  attract  women  and  children  ’’who  presumably  would  not  sit  on  stools  at  the  counter.  -l  According  to  the  Broomer/Friedberg 
National  Register  multiple  property  submission  on  Diners  of  Massachusetts:  “the  barrel-roof  diner  is  the  earliest  and  most  prevalent  form  of 
diner  in  Massachusetts”.1 2  The  Worcester  Lunch  Car  Company  manufactured  almost  all  barrel-roof  diners  extant  in  Massachusetts. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  M see  continuation  sheet 

“ Moran  Square  Diner”  Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg 
Historical  Society. 

Baeder,  John.  Diners.  New  York:  Harry  N Abrams,  Inc.,  1978  rev  1995. 

Broomer,  Kelley,  and  Betsey  Friedberg.  The  Diners  of  Massachusetts.  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Inventory  Nomination  Form. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commision.  Prepared  July  1999. 


[X]  Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


1 Kelley  Broomer  and  Betsey  Friedberg,  The  Diners  of  Massachusetts  (National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Inventory  Nomination  Form. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commision.  Prepared  July  1999)  Revised  Statement  of  Historic  Context,  p.5. 

2 Ibid,  Associated  Property  Types,  p.2. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  cont’d 

The  layout  of  the  diner  is  typical  of  post  1920s  diners  with  12  stools  and  five  booths.  The  booths  have  wood  seats  with  high  wood 
backs.  The  wooden  tables  are  unattached  and  have  Formica-covered  tops.  The  red  leather  stools  are  laid  out  six  on  either  side  of  a 
central  ice  machine.  The  interior  of  the  diner  has  yellow  and  black  wall  tiles,  marble  countertops  and  tile  floors.  The  barrel-arch  ceiling 
is  paneled  with  wood  trim,  honey-brown  in  color  with  wood  trim.  Venting  windows  on  the  gable  ends  pivot  on  a center  hinge.  Behind 
the  counter,  a yellow  enamel  refrigerator  on  the  western  end  of  the  diner  has  cabinets  above  in  the  same  honey-brown  color  as  the 
ceiling.  A black  tile  backsplash  on  the  rear  wall  of  the  diner  forms  a backdrop  for  from  west  to  east,  the  grill,  milk  dispenser,  soup  and 
pie-safe  counter  and  pass  through.  The  menu  list  is  overhead  on  the  ceiling  soffit.  A majority  of  the  interior  materials  appear  to  be 
original. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  cont'd 

The  Worcester  Lunch  Car  Company  began  in  1906  in  Worcester  as  the  Worcester  Lunch  Car  and  Carriage  Manufacturing  Company. 
Worcester  was  the  “lunch  wagon  capital  of  Massachusetts”1  and  was  home  to  five  lunch  car  manufacturing  plants.  The  company  in  the 
mid- 1920s  offered  barrel-roofed  diners  covered  in  steel  in  seven  standard  models.  Moran  Square  Diner  is  a Worcester  Luncheon 
Dining  Car  #765  built  in  1939  and  arrived  on  the  site  on  October  4,  1940. 2 

Like  several  diners  in  Massachusetts,  the  Moran  Square  diner  has  had  long-term  historical  associations  with  the  family  of  its  original 
owners.  Mitchell  Vitelli  purchased  the  diner  new  from  the  manufacturer,  Worcester  Lunchcart  Co  in  1939.  The  diner  was  one  of  the 
last  manufactured  by  the  company3  and  replaced  an  older  diner  on  the  site  that  opened  in  1902.  Mitchell  Vitelli  retired  in  1954  and  his 
son  Louis  Vitelli,  who  had  worked  full  time  for  his  father  since  19464  continued  operating  the  diner.  The  diner  ceased  operating  24 
hours  a day  in  1949.  The  diner  closed  in  1993  when  Louis  Vitelli  retired.  It  was  reopened  in  November  1994  by  Christopher 
Giannettii,  the  current  proprietor. 

Mitch  Vitelli  also  owned  three  other  Fitchburg  diners  in  addition  to  the  Moran  Square  Diner:  Rays,  The  Circle,  and  Central  Square.  At 
age  18  Luois  Vitelli  participated  in  the  D-Day  invasion  of  Normandy  June  6,  1944.  A member  of  the  4th  Infantry,  1st  Army,  Louis  was 
in  the  third  assault  on  Utah  Beach.  Before  being  discharges  in  1946  he  helped  in  the  liberation  of  Cherbourg  and  Paris.5 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  cont’d 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 


1 Kelley  Broomer  and  Betsey  Friedberg,  The  Diners  of  Massachusetts  (National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Inventory  Nomination 
Form.  Massachusetts  Historical  Commision.  Prepared  July  1999).  Revised  Statement  of  Historic  Context,  p.2. 

2 Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

3 Ibid 

4 Ibid 

5 John  Baeder,  Diners  (New  York:  Harry  N Abrams,  Inc.,  1978  rev  1995)  p.90. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  Community  Property  Address 

Massachusetts  Archives  Building  Fitchburg  8 Lunenburg  street 

220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 

Area(s)  Form  No. 

12236 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

G Individually  eligible  □ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
G Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  [X]  A ^ B G C □ D 

Criteria  Considerations:  G|AObGCGdGE|II|F  G G 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC. 
The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 


The  Moran  Square  Diner  located  at  8 Lunenburg  St  is  a well  preserved  extant  example  of  a Worcester  dining  car  still  in 
operation  as  a diner  in  Fitchburg.  According  to  the  Broomer  & Friedberg’s  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
National  Register  Form  for  the  Diners  of  Massachusetts  the  Moran  Square  Diner  as  a late  example  of  the  barrel  roof  diner 
produced  by  one  of  the  leaders  in  Massachusetts’  diner  industry,  the  Worcester  Lunch  Car  Company.  The  location  of  the 
diner  on  its  original  site  in  the  downtown  business  district  in  close  proximity  to  several  manufacturing  facilities  on  the 
Nashua  River  and  on  Lunenburg  Street,  as  well  as  the  proximity  to  the  now  demolished  railroad  station  associates  the 
Moran  Square  Diner  with  the  development  of  the  City  of  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industry.  The  diner  also  posses  a 
long-term  association  with  the  Vitelli  family,  who  at  one  time  owned  and  operated  four  diners  in  Fitchburg; 

The  Moran  Square  Diner  has  been  in  operation  almost  continuously  since  its  construction  in  1940  and  retains  integrity  of 
use,  location,  setting,  design,  materials,  and  workmanship.  The  Moran  Square  Diner  meets  the  National  Register  Criteria 
A,  B,  and  C and  Criteria  Considerations  G at  the  state  and  local  levels.  The  nomination  of  the  Moran  Square  Diner  to  the 
National  Register  should  be  considered  as  a contributing  element  to  a multiple  property  nomination,  Twentieth-Century 
Commercial  Architecture:  The  Diners  of  Massachusetts. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


11901 


Town 


Fitchburg 


2237-  House 

2238-  Bam  1 

2239-Barn  1 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Alpine  Hill 


Photograph 

(3"  x 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  ( month /year)  April  2000 


Address  625  Sheldon  Road 

Historic  Name  Aimer  C Hilton  Farm, 

Thomas  Hilton  Barn,  and  Jakki  Pera  Barn 

Uses:  Present  Single-family  Residential 

Original  Farm 

Dates  of  Construction  ca  1800-cal920 

Source  Style 

Style/Form  Federal 

Architect/Builder 

Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Barns 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates ) 

New  window  & door  openings  in  the  rear  of  the  house  ca  1970 

Condition  fair 

Moved  £3  no  d|  yes  Date 

Acreage  52  acres 

Setting  The  house  sits  at  the  end  of  a dirt  road.  The  rear 
the  house,  barn  and  shed  form  the  edge  of  a gravel  dooryard 


Follow  Massachusetts 


'''storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo: 


'ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


^<>137  ' l~busc 
3 S'  Barn  l 
Barn L 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  2 Vi  story  late  colonial  house  is  5 bays  by  2 bays  with  wood  clapboards  over  a granite  foundation  under  an  asphalt  shingle  roof.  The 
symmetrical  front  facade  faces  south.  The  central  door  is  topped  by  a rectangular  transom  window  and  flanked  by  wood  engaged  column 
under  an  entablature  and  projecting  hood.  The  original  windows  have  been  replaced  with  2/2  windows.  Two  large  chimneys  extend 
approximately  four  feet  above  the  peak  of  the  roof  on  either  gable  end.  At  the  rear  a sliding  patio  door  has  been  installed  in  the  north  west 
corner  of  the  house.  The  rear  of  the  house  forms  a barnyard  with  the  detached  2 Vi  story  gambrel  roof  barn  with  a cupola,  and  a smaller  1 Vi 
story  gambrel  roof  barn,  also  with  a cupola.  The  house  sits  at  the  end  of  a private  road  and  is  surrounded  by  fields  edged  with  stone  walls  and 
trees. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

An  interior  examination  of  the  building  would  be  necessary  to  help  verify  an  approximate  construction  date  for  the  building,  although  the 
building  was  probably  built  ca  1800.  On  October  1,  1785  Thomas  Hilton  published  his  intent  to  marry  Miss  Sarah  Straton.1  Thomas  and 
Sarah’s  third  son  Clark  Hilton  was  born  in  Fitchburg  on  March  23, 1798. 2 Clark  Hilton  married  Miss  Rebeckah  Sheldon  of  Fitchburg 
December  5 1822. 3 The  first  son  of  Clark  and  Rebeckah,  Aimer  Hilton  was  born  November  30, 1823. 4 According  to  City  Directories  Aimer 
C.  Hilton,  farmer,  lived  on  Sheldon  Road  from  1848-1864.  In  1865  Aimer’s  wife,  Rebecca  is  listed  at  Sheldon  Road,  but  there  is  no  listing 
for  Aimer.  Five  years  later  the  atlas  of  1870  shows  house  at  625  Sheldon  and  the  name  of  Mrs.  R.  Hilton.  The  last  listing  in  City  Directories 
for  Rebecca  Hilton  at  Sheldon  Road  is  in  1871.  From  1871-1873  Miss  Ariana  Hilton,  lived  at  house  on  Sheldon  Road. 

In  1874  625  Sheldon  was  deeded  from  Rebecca  Hilton  to  Thomas  Sheldon,  who  owned  two  other  properties  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  property  then  passed  from  Thomas  Sheldon  to  Mary  Worcester  in  1879.  A map  of  1907  shows  house  belonged  to  Thomas  Hilton. 
Research  from  the  Registry  of  Deeds  show  that  the  house  passed  through  a succession  of  owners  until  Joseph  Yankanskis  sold  to  Jakki  (Jacob) 
Pera  1914-1920. 

Jakki  (Jacob)  Pera  was  employed  at  Fitchburg  Manufacturing  Works.  Jakki  Pera  died  June  19  1925,  his  widow  Aino  (Mary)  continued  to  live 
on  Sheldon  Road  until  the  1930s.  In  the  1930s  George  and  Walter  Pera  also  lived  in  the  house  at  the  end  of  Sheldon  Road.  In  1934  Walter 
Pera,  a dairy  farmer;  his  wife  Aino  S;  Mrs.  Mary  Pera,  a farmer  & widow  of  Jakki;  George  Pera,  a dairy  farmer;  and  his  wife  Helvi  M are 
listed  as  residing  on  Sheldon  Road  near  the  town  line.  By  1961only  Walter  Pera  is  listed  in  City  Directories  at  625  Sheldon  Road  and  in  1962 
only  his  widow  Aino  is  listed.  Aino  S Pera  remained  on  Sheldon  Road  until  ca  1980.  Barry  D and  Susan  Roy  are  the  current  owners. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  dl  see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 
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£71  Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


1 Walter  A.  Davis,  comp..  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg.  Vol  3.  (Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  City  Council,  1898 
1907).p.231 

2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid  p.  1 45. 

4 Ibid  p.327. 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

□ Individually  eligible  ^ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  CH  Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  ^ A CUB  § C D D 

Criteria  Considerations:  CHACHBCIIC[HdCHECHF  D G 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry  , Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects.  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

The  Aimer  C Hilton  Farmhouse,  Thomas  Hilton  Bam,  and  Jakki  Pera  Bam  located  at  625  Sheldon  Road  is  one  of  the 
finest  extant  examples  of  farmstead  development  in  Fitchburg  in  Fitchburg.  The  earliest  building  dates  from  1800.  The 
farm  was  added  to  by  successive  owners,  including  the  Pera  family,  Finnish  immigrant  dairy  farmers.  Retaining  integrity 
of  location,  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship,  the  farmstead  meets  the  Criteria  A and  C for  individual  listing 
on  the  National  Register  at  the  local  level  as  part  of  a thematic  nomination  of  farmsteads. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  ( month  /year)  April  2000 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 

Source 

Style/Form 

Architect/Builder 

Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 


984  Westminster  Hill  Road 

Thomas  Ford  Farm 

Residential 

Farm 

ca  1850 

Style 

Greek  Revival 


Wall/Trim  Brick/Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Barn 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates ) 
Porch  ca  1890 


Condition  good 
Moved  ^ no  CU  yes  Date 
Acreage  6.46  acres 

Setting  The  main  house  is  set  approx  10’  from  the  edge  of 
the  road  on  a gently  sloping  hillside  surrounded  by  fields.  A 
dooryard  to  the  north  east  of  the  house  is  edged  by  the  house  and 
attached  barn. 


Follow  Massachusetts  historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  for  completing  this  form. 


Mowsc  c*l  AVo 
Barn  9^4/ 

BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  brick  1 Vi  story  farmhouse  is  five  bays  x two  bays  with  a one  story  ell  perpendicular  to  the  main  building  form.  The  front  portion  of  the 
ell  is  brick  and  the  further  portion  is  wood  clapboards.  The  wood  frame  ell  connects  to  a one  story  shed  roof  extension  of  a two-story  barn. 

The  vertical  board  sided  barn  has  a large  central  door  under  the  gable  end  facing  the  dooryard.  A brick  chimney  protrudes  thru  the  asphalt 
shingled  gable  roof  of  the  ell  at  the  juncture  of  the  brick  and  wood  framed  sections.  The  main  house  has  a chimney  at  either  end  of  the 
asphalt-shingled  roof  that  runs  perpendicular  to  the  road.  A full  width  porch  with  Victorian  columns  wraps  around  the  dooryard  side  of  the 
main  house  and  is  partially  enclosed  by  screens.  The  central  door  on  the  road  facade  is  flanked  by  sidelights  and  topped  by  a fanlight. 
Windows  have  granite  sills  and  lintels. 

Situated  on  a sloping  street,  a stone  wall  separates  the  front  yard  from  the  street  providing  a level  yard.  The  stone  wall  is  composed  of 
rounded  field  stones  set  in  a concrete  mortar  and  topped  by  a concrete  cap. 

The  house  is  set  amongst  open  field  dotted  by  mature  trees  and  edged  by  fences.  Newer  homes  have  been  built  fairly  close  to  the  farmhouse, 
but  the  building  still  retains  a sense  of  its  original  farm  setting. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  1865  the  farmhouse  was  the  residence  of  Thomas  Ford,  a farmer.  Thomas  Ford  lived  in  the  house  until  1890-1895.  In  1890  Daniel  Ford  & 
Dennis  Ford  Boarded  with  Thomas.  Dennis  was  employed  by  J Phillips  Jr.  In  1895  the  residents  were  Daniel  & Dennis,  now  an  employee  of 
Beoli  Co,  and  Ellen,  Thomas’  widow.  In  1918  Daniel  Ford  remained  on  the  farm,  in  1950  His  widow  Mary  E Ford  was  still  living  on  the 
farm.  CA  1954/5  Alfred  J Martel  and  his  wife  Bertha  became  the  residents.  Alfred  Martel  was  an  employee  of  Crocker  & Burbank  Co  and 
lived  in  the  house  until  the  1970s.  In  the  1980s  984  Westminster  Hill  Road  became  the  home  of  the  current  owner  Micheal  C Spano. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p..  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

□ Individually  eligible  ^ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 

Criteria:  [X]  A DD  B ^ C □ D 

Criteria  Considerations:  DA  QB  DCDD  DE  DF  D G 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry  , Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

The  Thomas  Ford  Farmhouse  and  Bam  located  at  984  Westminster  Hill  Road  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  examples  of 
Greek  Revival  farmstead  in  Fitchburg.  Retaining  integrity  of  location,  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship,  the 
Thomas  Ford  Farmhouse  and  Bam  meets  the  Criteria  A and  C for  individual  listing  on  the  National  Register  at  the  local 
level  as  part  of  a thematic  nomination  of  farmsteads. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 

Alpine  Hill 
82  Williams  Road 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 
Source 
Style/Form 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
Foundation  Stone 


Phineas  H Sawyer  Store 
residential 
commercial 
ca  1725 

George  Hitchcock 
Vernacular 


Wall/Trim  Wood  Shingles 
Roof  Asphalt  Shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

Infill  of  front  engaged  porch. 

Condition  Fair 
Moved  ^ no  Q yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a relatively  flat  corner  lot,  a gravel  drive  to  the  north  of  the 
dwelling  provides  access  to  the  lot.  The  house  is  set  approx  25’ 
from  Williams  Road  and  approx  35’  from  Mclntire  Road? 


Follow  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  for^ompleting  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  one-story  wood-frame  dwelling  is  five  bays  x two  bays.  A brick  chimney  on  the  south  end  of  the  building  breaks  a shallow  pitched  gable 
roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  A gravel  driveway  leads  to  the  side  entrance  of  the  north  elevation.  The  central  bay  of  the  front  elevation 
is  also  a door.  The  windows  on  the  front  and  south  sides  are  modern  double  hung  sash  windows;  the  small  window  on  the  north  side  is  a 
sliding  window.  The  walls  are  sheathed  in  wood  shingles  with  wood  corner  boards. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

82  Williams  Road  sits  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  junction  of  Mclntire  Road  and  Williams  Road.  Williams  Road  was  once  a portion  of  the 
early  road  from  Fitchburg  to  Westminster,  MA.  Some  of  Fitchburg’s  earliest  homes  are  located  in  this  neighborhood.  The  store  was  built  ca 
1725. 1 2 An  interior  examination  of  the  building  would  be  necessary  to  help  verify  an  approximate  construction  date  for  the  building.  In  1792 
Phineas  Sawyer  Jr  came  from  Lancaster  with  his  father  and  opened  a tavern.  82  Williams  Road  was  the  Phineas  H Sawyer  store  ca  1800  and 
stood  opposite  the  Phineas  H Sawyer  House  & Tavern. 

In  1851  the  store  was  owned  by  William  Carter."  The  store  was  owned  by  Joseph  Smith,  a farmer,  in  18703,  and  Mr.  Burnap  owned  the 
tavern  ca  1900.  In  1960  the  property  was  listed  as  vacant  in  City  Directories.  By  1968  the  building  became  the  residence  of  the  present 
owner,  Mrs.  Veronica  Mandell  and  her  now  deceased  husband,  a machine  operator  for  Weyerhauser  Co. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 
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Sketch  Map 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  South  Fitchburg 
Address  or  Location  Charles,  Laurel  & Franklin  Streets 
Name  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery 

Ownership  [>3  Public  EH  Private 

Approximate  No.  Stones 
Earlist  Death  Date  ca  1763 
Latest  Death  Date  1998 
Landscape  Architect  unknown 
Overall  Condition  fair 

Acreage  13  acres 
Setting 

Steeply  sloping  north  facing  hillside  overlooking  Nashua  River 
valley  bounded  by  Kimball,  Franklin  and  Laurel  Streets. 

Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  {month /year)  April  2000 
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VISUAL/DESIGN  ASSESSMENT  £><]  see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  landscape  feature , gravestone  materials,  designs,  motifs,  and  symbols  that  are  either  common  or  unusual.  Note  any  known  carvers. 

The  terrain  of  the  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  is  a steeply  sloping  hillside.  The  land  slopes  uphill  from  the  intersection  of  Laurel  and  Kimball 
Streets  towards  Franklin  and  Rollstone  Streets.  The  land  also  slopes  uphill  from  Franklin  Street  towards  Laurel  Street.  Vegetation  consists 
generally  of  grass  cover  and  deciduous  trees  along  the  steep  slopes  along  Laurel  and  also  Franklin  & Kimball  Streets. 

The  cemetery  is  accessed  by  vehicle  from  Franklin  Street,  near  the  intersection  of  Rollstone  Street.  There  are  three  other  vehicular  access 
points,  one  off  Franklin  St  and  two  off  Laurel  Street.  These  entrances  are  chained  off.  From  the  Franklin  and  Rollstone  Street  entrance  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  site  a bituminous  drive  way  leads  uphill  into  the  cemetery.  The  majority  of  the  cemetery  roads  are  gravel  or  grass. 
Steep  sections  of  roadway  are  paved  with  bituminous. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  M see  continuation  sheet 

Explain  religious  affdiations,  major  period  of  use,  and  evaluate  historical  associations  of  this  burial  ground  with  the  community. 

Originally  named  Mount  Laurel  Cemetery,  Laurel  Hill  cemetery  on  Laurel  Hill  was  established  ca  1800  by  the  Town  of  Fitchburg.  The  land 
was  unfit  for  farming  due  to  sandy  deposits  left  by  glacial  movement.  The  owner  of  the  land  prior  to  acquisition  by  the  town  had  been 
allowing  burials  on  the  site  since  1763.  The  cemetery  gradually  grew  throughout  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  City  acquired  more  land  to 
expand  the  cemetery. 

Improvements  to  the  cemetery  were  also  made  in  the  nineteenth  century.  In  1825  the  erection  of  tombs  was  granted  by  the  selectmen  in  the 
Cities  cemeteries.1  The  concrete  steps  were  installed  in  1847. In  1848  a tomb  was  built  at  Laurel  cemetery,  along  with  a hearse  house.  The 
tomb  would  be  inadequate  to  serve  the  growing  city  populous  by  1882,  and  a tomb  would  be  built  at  Forest  Hill  cemetery  in  1887.  In  1905 
City  records  indicate  a new  tomb  was  built  at  Laurel  Hill  cemetery.  Repairs  to  the  cemetery  were  made  in  1848,  1873,  and  1883. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 
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VISUAL/DESIGN  ASSESSMENT  cont'd 

The  cemetery  is  encircled  by  stone  retaining  walls  along  Laurel,  Franklin,  and  Kimball  Streets.  The  large  granite  stones  forming  the 
wall  along  Kimball  Street  is  approximately  40  feet  high  and  the  slope  behind  the  wall  is  steep  and  heavily  forested  with  mature 
deciduous  trees.  Along  Franklin  Street  large  granite  slabs  form  a relatively  low  retaining  dry  set  wall,  whose  height  varies  from  0-8 
feet  along  the  sloping  street.  The  wall  on  Laurel  Street  is  formed  by  small  to  medium  sized  granite  stones  set  in  a wide  mortar  bed, 
with  a granite  cap.  This  wall  is  in  poor  condition.  The  mortar  has  deteriorated  and  some  stones  have  shifted  out  of  alignment  with  the 
face  of  the  wall.  Several  section  of  the  granite  cap  are  missing.  A cast  iron  fence  tops  the  wall  from  the  granite  steps  to  the  tomb 
entrance.  The  tomb  is  accessed  through  a pair  of  granite  posts  topped  by  a rusticated  granite  caps.  This  wall  is  similar  to  the  wall 
along  Mt  Elam  Road  at  the  Forest  Hill  Cemetery. 

The  oldest  graves  are  in  the  northeastern  section  of  the  cemetery  facing  the  river.  Thin  slabs  of  slate  with  typical  late  18th  century  and 
early  nineteenth  century  motifs  including  weeping  willows,  death  heads,  and  angels  are  the  predominant  headstone  type  in  the  lowest 
section  of  the  cemetery  near  Laurel  Street.  The  closely  spaced  slate  headstones  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  Some  headstones  have 
been  dislodged  and  are  no  longer  upright,  others  have  broken  in  half  and  lay  on  the  ground.  In  similar  condition  and  interspersed  with 
the  slate  markers  are  white  headstones.  The  cemetery  at  this  section  is  gradually  sloping  uphill  and  fairly  flat.  Similar  in  height  and 
density  the  white  headstones  give  way  to  family  plots  with  a central  monumental  stone  marker  and  smaller  headstones.  These  family 
plots  are  not  edged  with  a low  granite  wall,  unlike  the  family  plots  that  occupy  the  terraces  of  the  steep  north  facing  slop. 

Sloped  plots  have  been  terraced  for  burial  plots.  Low  granite  retaining  walls  with  carved  granite  posts  retain  the  sloping  earth  and 
provide  a flat  surface  for  the  graves.  At  the  top  of  the  hill  are  located  large  monumental  markers  of  some  of  the  more  prominent 
families  of  the  mid-late  nineteenth  century. 

The  top  of  the  hill  provides  spectacular  views  of  the  river  valley.  Typically  family  plots  in  this  section  are  raised  and  retained  by 
granite  walls.  Large  family  markers,  heavily  detailed  are  centrally  located  within  the  granite  walls  of  each  plot.  Small  headstones  are 
located  in  front  and  to  the  rear  of  the  family  marker.  Many  of  the  large  family  markers  are  obelisks.  The  largest  of  these  obelisks  is 
the  Cowdin  Memorial. 

The  southwestern  slope  is  occupied  by  later  burials.  These  family  plots  like  those  on  the  hill  are  encompassed  by  low  granite  walls,  the 
flat  surfaces  sometimes  accessed  by  a short  rise  of  granite  steps  cut  into  the  plinths.  Family  markers  are  smaller  in  scale  than  those  on 
the  hill,  more  rectangular.  Behind  these  plots,  buried  in  the  southwestern  slope  are  three  tombs.  One  such  tomb  is  that  of  Alvah 
Crocker.  Crocker’s  tomb  is  constructed  of  granite.  A stone  plinth  topped  by  a rounded  curb  supports  the  fagade  of  the  tomb.  Granite 
Quoins,  projecting  from  the  flush  face  of  the  smooth  granite  walls  are  capped  by  a projecting  undecorated  granite  cornice.  Above  the 
cornice  on  either  end  are  decorative  parapet  panels  carved  to  resemble  scalloped  shingles.  Centered  over  the  pair  of  steel  doosr  in  the 
parapet  is  the  engraving  “Alvah  Crocker  1931”.  The  steel  doors  are  decorated  by  circular  panels,  framed  in  a smooth  jamb  and  carved 
lintel.  The  lintel  is  carved  with  a central  wreath  and  ribbons  and  is  topped  by  a projecting  cornice. 

The  tomb  built  ca  1905  was  at  one  time  whitewashed.  The  stones  have  delaminated,  possibly  from  moisture  trapped  in  the  walls  by 
exterior  finishes.  A pair  of  wooden  doors  is  set  in  a dressed  stone  opening.  A flat  roof  with  a bracketed  cornice  top  the  stone  walls. 

To  the  south  of  the  tomb  is  a decorative  cast  iron  fence  with  closely  space  balusters.  To  the  north  and  west  a granite  retaining  wall 
forms  a small  courtyard  paved  with  concrete. 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  cont  d 


left:  extent  of  Mount  Laurel  Cemetery  ca  1830;  right:  extent  of  Mount  Laurel  Cemetery  ca  1851 

The  cemetery  first  expanded  to  the  west  along  Laurel  Street  ca  1840,  then  up  the  steep  slope  towards  Franklin  Street  ca  1875.  The 
1 870  Atlas  of  Worcester  County  depicts  the  plan  of  Mount  Laurel  Cemetery.  The  oldest  graves  are  located  off  Laurel  Street  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  site. 


from  1870  Atlas  of  Worcester  County 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  cont  d 

A tall  stone  marker  marks  the  resting  place  of  James  Reed  a member  of  George  Washington’s  Army.  The  cemetery  is  also  the  burial 
place  of  Thomas  Cowdin,  the  first  Representative  from  Fitchburg  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts;  George  F Fay  (1828-1895) 
and  his  wife  Emily  Upton  Fay  (1842-1866);  Dr.  Joseph  Palmer,  Colonel  Ivers  Phillips  (1805-1900),  the  builder  of  Fitchburg  City 
Hall  and  his  wife  Rachel  Carter  (1803-1867);  Benjamin  Snow,  industrialist;  Alpheus  Kimball  (1792-1859),  scythe  manufacturer;  and 
Gardner  S Burbank  (d  1 888),  the  benefactor  of  the  Burbank  Hospital.  Burbank’s  business  partner  in  the  Crocker  & Burbank  paper  mills 
was  Alvah  Crocker  (1858-1931).  Crocker  is  buried  in  his  tomb  on  the  western  face  of  the  hillside.  His  nephew  and  foster  son,  Samuel 
Emmons  Crocker  (1834-1891)  and  his  wife,  Bridget  Lally  Crocker  (1833-1898)  are  buried  on  the  hilltop.  Other  prominent  Fitchburg 
industrialists  families  buried  in  the  cemetery  included  the  Buttricks,  Wallaces,  and  Simonds. 
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Franklin  Street 
Alvah  Crocker  Tomb 
(, background  center) 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

£3  Individually  eligible  Q Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
O Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  ^ A □ B ^ C □ D 

Criteria  Considerations:  DA  DB  ^C^D  QE  DF  D G 

Statement  of  Significance  bv  Julie  Anne  Larry,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry,  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

The  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  is  the  second  largest  and  second  oldest  public  cemetery  in  Fitchburg,  and  meets  Criteria 
Consideration  D for  its  integrity  of  its  design  and  its  private  tombs.  The  cemetery  meets  Criteria  A and  Criteria 
Consideration  C for  its  associations  with  Alvah  Crocker,  Fitchburg’s  most  noted  industrialist,  responsible  for  the  arrival 
of  the  trains  in  Fitchburg  precipitating  the  City’s  rapid  expansion  between  1850-1900.  The  cemetery  meets  Criteria  C for 
its  distinctive  characteristics  of  early  nineteenth  century  funerary  designs  and  marks  the  evolution  of  funerary  design 
from  its  early  slate  markers  to  the  grand  late  nineteenth  century  tombs. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 
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Label  photos  on  black  with  town  and  addresses  for  all) 
buildings  shown.  Record  film  roll  and  negative  numbers 
here  on  the  form.  Staple  1-2  photos  to  left  side  of  form 
over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation  sheets. 


804.  72&1, 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  South  Fitchburg 


Address  or  Location 
Name 

Ownership  [x]  Public 


109  Mt  Elam  Road 
Forest  Hill  Cemetery 
I I Private 
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Approximate  No.  Stones 

Earlist  Death  Date  1855 

Latest  Death  Date  2000 

Landscape  Architect  Amasa  Farrier  ( 1 870) 

Overall  Condition 
Fair  to  good 

Acreage  50  + acres  (1856)  43  acres  (Vision  2020  Master  Plan) 

Setting 

Bounded  by  Rollstone  Road,  Mt  Elam  Road,  and  Electric  Avenue 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  ( month /year)  April  2000 
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VISUAL/DESIGN  ASSESSMENT  M see  continuation  sheet 

The  terrain  of  the  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  is  rolling.  The  land  slopes  uphill  from  the  intersection  of  Mt  Elam  and  Rollstone  Street  towards 
Electric  Avenue.  Vegetation  consists  generally  of  grass  cover,  coniferous  trees,  and  deciduous  trees  along  the  edge  of  Mt  Elam  Road.  The 
southeast  corner  of  the  site  near  the  junction  of  Mt  Elam  Road  and  Electric  Avenue  is  wooded  with  coniferous  trees;  a small  parking  lot  is 
located  here  accessed  off  Mt  Elam  Rd.  Near  the  junction  of  Mt  Elam  and  Rollstone  St.  is  an  area  for  current  burials  with  no  ground  cover. 

The  cemetery  is  accessed  by  vehicle  from  Mt  Elam  Road,  near  the  maintenance  building.  There  are  three  other  vehicular  access  points,  one 
off  Rollstone  St  and  two  off  Mt  Elam  Road,  the  Laurel  Avenue  gate  and  the  principal  entrance.  These  entrances  are  chained  off.  From  the 
parking  lot  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  site  a gravel  path  way  used  by  walkers  leads  into  the  cemetery.  The  majority  of  the  cemetery 
avenues  are  paved  with  bituminous.  Some  less  traveled  paths,  particularly  on  the  highest  sections  are  unpaved.  A granite  fence  consisting  of 
large  rectangular  stones  forms  a barrier  from  Mount  Elam  Road  running  from  the  small  gravel  parking  lot  as  far  as  the  maintenance  building. 
Granite  posts  topped  with  a granite  cap  demarcate  the  Laurel  Avenue  gate  and  the  principal  entrance. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  1856  the  town  purchased  50  acres  of  land  for  a cost  of  $2,000.00  from  Charles  Gerry,  Silas  Hosmer,  and  Leri  Down  on  Mt  Elam  Road.1 
The  original  plan  for  the  cemetery  was  24  Vi  acres.  Work  began  in  1870  on  the  cemetery  design  of  Mr.  Amasa  Farrier  of  Stoneham,  MA. 

The  Farrier  plan  as  depicted  in  the  1870  Atlas  of  Worcester  County  had  a main  entrance  off  Mt  Elam  Road.  The  original  plan  was  for  the 
development  of  24  acres.  The  sole  access  to  the  cemetery  was  through  a gate  off  Mt  Elam  Road  leading  to  the  elliptical  Laurel  Avenue. 

From  the  entrance  the  cemetery  was  laid  out  in  a roughly  rectangular  plan,  with  a radiating  section  to  the  northwest  of  the  main  plan  around 
the  central  sloped  plot  on  Beech  Avenue.  In  1882  the  tomb  at  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  was  deemed  inadequate  according  to  City  records  and  the 
granite  tomb  was  constructed  at  Forest  Hill  in  1887.  It  is  likely  that  the  second  Mt  Elam  Road  entrance  was  added  and  the  cemetery  expanded 
to  the  top  of  the  ridge  opposite  the  flagpole  area  at  this  time.  The  lower  section  along  Rollstone  Street  has  stones  that  range  from  1900-  the 
present  and  was  likely  developed  around  the  turn  of  the  century  as  the  higher  plots  became  filled. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 
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1 Inventory  of  Historic  and  Archaeological  Assets  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  (inventory  forms  for  historic  properties  and 
archaeological  sites  recorded  in  Fitchburg).  Form  804.  1977. 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


Fitchburg 


Forest  Hill  Cemetery 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


VISUAL/DESIGN  ASSESSMENT  continued 

At  the  principal  entrance  a retaining  wall  of  large  granite  slabs  flank  a the  cemeteries  tomb.  The  tomb  is  approximately  twelve  feet 
high  by  thirty-two  feet  long.  Rectaangular  granite  stones  laid  in  a coursed  ashlar  running  bond  are  flanked  on  either  side  by  columns 
formed  from  a single  vertical  piece  of  granite.  The  corners  of  the  granite  are  chamfered,  and  a granite  buttress  supports  the  southern 
column.  An  arch  granite  lintel  with  smooth  cylindrical  pilasters  frames  a wooden  arched  door  with  cast  iron  hardware.  Above  the 
door  is  centered  a finished  granite  stone  engraved  with  the  cemeteries  name  “Forest  Hill”.  Above  this  stone  is  a granite  cap  with  an 
arched  pediment  and  granite  moldings.  On  either  side  of  the  central  stones  are  granite  wedges,  together  with  the  central  stones 
forming  a false  gable.  The  tomb  is  currently  used  for  the  storage  of  lawnmowers  and  other  equipment. 

Opposite  the  tomb  is  the  maintenance  area  and  office.  The  office  is  housed  in  a front  gable  end  rectangular  wood  framed  building 
with  a full  width  porch  that  has  been  enclosed.  The  building  is  vinyl  sided  with  asphalt  roof  shingles  and  sits  on  a granite  foundation. 
Behind  the  office  are  metal  sheds  proving  additional  storage  for  maintenance  equipment. 

The  oldest  sections  of  the  cemetery  bounded  by  Oak  and  Chestnut  Avenues  and  the  coniferous  trees  to  the  south  generally  have  a 
central  family  marker,  which  is  often  ornate  with  smaller  individual  headstones.  The  highest  point  of  the  oldest  section  of  the 
cemetery  has  granite  walls  separating  the  burial  plots  from  the  unpaved  paths. 

At  the  top  of  the  hill  near  the  intersection  of  Hemlock  and  Pine  Avenues  is  situated  small  section  of  World  War  I veteran’s  graves. 
Located  on  one  of  the  highest  points  of  ground  with  a nearby  flag  pole  and  stand  of  pine  trees.  Most  of  the  markers  stones  are  white 
granite  headstones  approximately  a 15  inches  wide  by  24  inches  high  by  four  inches  thick.  The  remaining  markers  are  approximately 
8 inches  by  16  inches  and  set  flush  with  the  grade. 

A large  and  smooth  granite  stone  with  a slightly  arched  top  sitting  on  a rough  granite  base  sits  predominately  amongst  the  smaller 
veteran’s  headstones.  On  the  granite  stone  is  a copper  plaque  in  the  shape  of  an  inverted  T with  an  inscribed  circle.  On  the  ends  of  the 
T are  in  clockwise  order:  “Phillippine  Islands,  Cuba,  and  Porto  Rico  [sic]”.  “Spanish  War  Veterans”  is  engraved  on  the  circular 
ribbon.  The  figure  of  a soldier  carrying  an  American  flag  is  in  the  foreground.  An  American  eagle  tops  the  flagstaff.  The  inscription 
on  the  cooper  plaque  reads: 

Corporal  John  T Gallagher  1871-1940 

Gallant  soldier  beloved  by  all  and  devoted  to  the  flag  he  carried  for  nineteen  years  as  Color  Sargeant  of  Guanica  Camp  No  9 USWV. 
Kind  loyal  and  a true  friend  the  exemplification  of  a good  citizen.  Enlisted  1887  in  COD  6th  Regiment  MVM  and  served  until  1898 
then  enlisted  in  COD  6th  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  Infantry  for  the  Spanish  American  War.  Mustrered  out  1899.  This 
tablet  is  placed  in  his  memory  by  his  comrades  of  Guanica  Camp  and  the  ladies  of  the  Charlotte  Guild  Auxiliary  United  Spanish-War 
Veterans  1942. 

The  areas  west  of  Oak  Avenue  were  developed  after  the  initial  1870  plan.  The  plots  on  the  upper  slope,  near  the  World  War  I graves 
are  similar  to  the  plots  in  the  older  section,  with  elaborate  family  markers  and  smaller  individual  headstones.  On  the  western  slope, 
plots  are  typically  marked  with  large  individual  headstones,  usually  for  an  individual  or  a couple.  The  stones  are  closely  spaced  and 
aligned  in  long  rows.  Similar  arrangement  and  stones  are  located  on  the  flat  plain  that  extends  west  from  the  slope  to  Rollstone  Street. 
The  development  of  the  cemetery  mirrors  the  changing  cultural  makeup  of  Fitchburg  residents.  While  the  descendants  of  English 
settlers  rest  in  the  oldest  portion  of  the  cemetery,  the  area  toward  Rollstone  Street  is  the  final  resting  place  for  thousands  of  Finnish 
and  Swedish  immigrant  families  and  their  descendants. 

To  the  northwest,  at  the  corner  of  Mt  Elam  Road  and  Rollstone  Street  is  a as  yet  unoccupied  section  of  the  cemetery.  Current  burials 
are  be  done  in  plots  off  Rollstone  Street,  progressing  north  to  the  intersection  of  Mount  Elam  Road. 
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VISUAL/DESIGN  ASSESSMENT  continued 


At  the  Laurel  Avenue  gate  off  Mt  Elam  Road  is  the  mausoleum  building,  known  as  the  Forest  Hill  Abbey.  The  abbey  is  an  eleven  bay 
x five  bay  Neo-Classical  one-story  rectangular  building.  Sheathed  in  Indiana  Limestone,  the  building  was  built  with  cement  walls  and 
floors.  Granite  steps  lead  to  a recessed  portico  under  a deep  entablature  and  pediment.  Two  thick  Doric  columns  help  the  sidewalls 
support  the  span  of  the  entablature.  Framed  by  the  columns  is  a one-and-a-half  story  temple-front  entry  with  double  doors  under  a 
transom  and  broken  pediment.  Flanking  the  door  on  either  side  is  a rectangular  window.  The  doors  and  windows  have  bronze  sashes. 
Behind  the  entry  pediment  is  raised  roof  surrounded  by  a parapet  with  simply  detailed  pilasters  at  each  corner.  Flanking  either  side  of 
the  temple  entry  are  one-story  wings.  The  smooth  walls  of  the  wings  sit  atop  o limestone  base.  A continuous  cornice  wraps  around  the 
wings.  The  last  bay  of  each  wings  projects  approximately  10”  from  the  face  of  the  building.  The  projecting  bays  is  marked  above  the 
continuous  cornice  by  a low  pediment.  The  interior  of  the  mausoleum  has  corridors  and  a chapel  that  are  sheathed  in  white  marble.2 

Opposite  the  Abbey  is  the  Putnam  Memorial.  Individual  headstones  from  a reddish  granite  parallel  the  road  way.  To  the  rear  of  the 
headstones  is  the  Putnam  Family  marker.  A woman  sheltering  a small  child  and  holding  a laurel  wreath  sits  atop  a pedestal  cut  from 
the  same  granite  as  the  headstones.  Buried  in  this  lot: 


Salmon  W Putnam 
B December  10,1815 
D February  23,  1872 


Harriet  J Whitney 
Wife  of  Salmon  W.  Putnam 
B December  8,  1820 
D December  16,  1899 


Salmon  W Putnam  III 
B November  24,  1874 
D July  12,  1943 


Louisa  W Fales 
Wife  of  Salmon  W Putnam  III 
B January  13,  1886 
D October  5,  1971 


Salmon  W Putnam  Jr 
B October  15,1843 
D July  16,  1923 

Mary  Hodgkins 
Wife  of  John  Putnam 
Mother  of  Salmon  W 
B September  20,  1760 
D April  5,  1855 


Emma  J Par 
Wife  of  Salmon  W 
Putnam  Jr 

B September  26,1852 
D April  11,  1939 


Located  to  the  west  of  this  point  on  a slightly  higher  mound  is  the  Andrew  Whitney  Monument.  A granite  angel  sits  atop  a seven  foot 
granite  base  inscribed  with: 


Andrew  Whitney 
1826-1912 


His  wife 
Didie  Hudson 
1849-1887 


George  A Whitney 
1873-1942 


2 


Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  continued 


The  mausoleum  now  occupies  the  Laurel  Avenue  ellipse.  The  Mausoleum  at  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  is  known  as  Forest  Hill  Abbey.  Built 
by  Security  Mausoleum  Co  of  Fitchburg  it  was  one  of  the  first  community  mausoleums  built  in  New  England.  The  mausoleum  cost 
$200,000  and  was  dedicated  on  31  October  1920.  The  Abbey  contains  a main  corridor  chapel  with  four  corridors  seating  200  people, 
180  crypts,  and  18  private  rooms.  The  windows  were  re-paned  in  1971. 

The  noted  Fitchburg  Architect,  Henry  Martyn  (HM)  Francis,  designed  many  of  the  City’s  institutional,  civic,  and  religious  buildings 
from  1868-1908  and  was  buried  in  1908  in  lot  464.  Also  buried  in  Forest  Hill  cemetery  are  members  of  the  Putnam  family,  owners  of 
the  Putnam  Machine  Co.  Putnam  Machine  Co  was  founded  in  1835-1836  by  Salmon  W Putnam  and  his  brother  John  Putnam,  both  of 
whom  served  as  child  labourers  in  mills.  Putnam  Machine  Co  produced  steam  engines,  railroad  tools,  lathes,  drills,  bolt  cutters,  gear 
cutters,  and  planers.  Salmon  W Putnam,  his  wife  Harriet  Whitney  Putnam,  their  son  Salmon  W Putnam  Jr,  grandson  Salmon  W Putnam 
III,  their  wives,  are  buried  in  the  family  plot  opposite  the  Abbey. 

Another  prominent  Fitchburg  resident  buried  in  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  is  Andrew  Whitney  and  his  wife.  Didie  Hudson.  Whitney  was 
born  in  Ashby  and  moved  to  Fitchburg  with  his  brother  Jonas.  Andrew  was  a music  teacher,  composer,  and  later  a real  estate 
developer.  He  composed  the  Fitchburg  and  Rollstone  Polkas  and  played  the  organ  at  the  Calvanistic  Congregational  Church.  His 
brother  manufactured  Whitney  organs  on  the  upper  floors  of  the  Whitney  building  above  Andrew’s  music  school. 
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FOREST  MILL  ABBEY,  FITCHBURG,  MASSACHUSETTS 

Di-dicate<l  Oci.  31.  192U 

FIRST  COMMUNITY  MAUSOLEUM  IN'  NEW  ENGLAND 


48<T  CKVl-rN 
18  I' HI  VATIC  HOOMS 


from  Inventory  of  Historic  and  Archaeological  Assets  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 


t 


1 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


FITCHBURG  Forest  Hill  Cemetery 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


804 


The  Abbey 


1 


r 


i 


t 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


FITCHBURG  Forest  Hill  Cemetery 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


804 


The  Andrew  Whitney 
Family  marker 


View  east  from 
corner  Hemlock 
& Pine  Aveues 


' 


f 


(■ 


INVENTORY  FORM  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


FITCHBURG  Forest  Hill  Cemetery 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


804 


1887  Tomb 
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1887  expansion  area 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

Individually  eligible  □ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
[I]  Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  Q Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  ^ A Q B ^ C 0 D 

Criteria  Considerations:  OaObUDC^DCIIECHF  D G 

Statement  of  Significance  bv  Julie  Anne  Larry,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry.  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

The  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  is  a planned  Victorian  Cemetery,  and  meets  Criteria  Consideration  D for  its  integrity  of  its 
1870  design  and  its  1920  community  mausoleum.  The  cemetery  meets  Criteria  A for  its  associations  with  H.M.  Francis, 
Fitchburg’s  most  noted  architect  of  the  Victorian  era,  and  Fitchburg’s  Scandinavian  immigrants  whom  are  buried  in  the 
area  outside  the  original  1870  plan.  The  cemetery  meets  Criteria  C for  its  Victorian  funerary  design,  the  Classical 
Revival  Mausoleum,  and  granite  receiving  tombs  ca.  1887. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
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Jay  Street 


FORM  F - STRUCTURE 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  x 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 

\ I bfk  I 


Sketch  Map 

fc, 


4 * — -T I v a:; 


A 99 

!20  ■ •*-  £ 

1 1 . . co 

\ ' ^§1c^\  r, 

116  £ 

,,,  £ « tA 

to  Qi!  \ 


A 

k Tfi ' 


i 


/> 


'VS  I 


m 


3!  • ; 60  • 

'^s  A , . « 


_Jk  \ 


51 


'tu 


r> 

a P1  % cn 

cr  1 ■■  ,o  - 


43 


\ 6 '•  V-~: 

Ad  \j 


'jp 


J ^ 


v-  • ct  (n 

o I ■ ; 1 ffl  ® M « 

“■  -3  o S 

-y  l.X  4F  ^ 

° 5 sAf  •' 

VV  \0\ ;»  to 


UL  w-*"" 


I 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  ( month  /year)  April  2000 


914 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 
Prichard  Street 


Address  or  Location  Jay  Street 


Name  Jay  Street 

Ownership  ^ Public  Q Private 


Type  of  Structure  (check  one): 


J bridge 
I I canal 
H dam 

□ fort 

□ gate 

□ kiln 

H lighthouse 
H pound 

I I other  (specify) 


H powderhouse 
H carousel 
] boat  or  ship 
[XI  street 
[]  tower 
U wall 
I I windmill 
I I tunnel 


Date  of  Construction  1935 

Source  1977  MHC  form  (City  Engineering  Dept  Records) 

Architect/Engineer/Designer/Builder  Town  of  Fitchburg 
Materials:  Granite  Block  Paving  Stones 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

A small  section  of  the  street  was  dug  up  and  replaced  with  asphalt 
pre  1977 


Condition  Fair 

Moved  ^ no  O yes  Date 

Acreage  25’  x 200’  +/- 

Setting 

A steeply  sloping  street  heavily  tree  lined  to  the  north.  A 
bituminous  sidewalk  and  several  wood-framed  residences  set 
approximately  at  the  edge  of  the  sidewalk  line  the  south  side  of  the 
street. 


Follow  Massachusetts-  ''jstorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  for  completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

Jay  Street  slopes  steeply  uphill  connecting  Pleasant  and  Spring  Streets  with  Garnet  Street.  The  granite  blocks  have  been  set  at  an  angle  to 
make  a rough  pavement.  Granite  blocks  perpendicular  to  the  paving  form  a curb.  A small  section  of  the  road  in  the  center  of  the  slope  has 
been  replaced  with  asphalt.  The  street  is  approximately  twenty-five  feet  wide  and  two  hundred  feet  long. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Laid  out  as  an  extension  of  Pleasant  Street  between  1830-1851,  Jay  Street  was  paved  with  granite  paving  stones  in  1935.  Jay  Street  is  one  of 
two  remaining  granite  stone  paved  streets  in  Fitchburg. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  G see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


1^1  Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
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Area(s)  Form  No. 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

^ Individually  eligible  □ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  O Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  DA  □ B [X]  C □ D 

Criteria  Considerations:  DA  DB  GCQD  DE  []F  D G 

Statement  of  Significance  bv  Julie  Ann  Larry.  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 
The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

Jay  Street  is  one  of  the  two  remaining  extant  examples  of  granite-paved  street  constructed  in  Fitchburg  using  locally 
quarried  materials.  Despite  a small  area  of  recent  patching  with  bituminous  materials,  the  street  retains  integrity  of 
location,  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship,  and  meets  the  Criteria  C for  individual  listing  on  the  National 
Register  at  the  local  level. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 


Area  Form  923 

Pratt  Road 


FORM  F - STRUCTURE 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  x 3"  or  3-1/2  ” x 5 ” black  and  white  only ) Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  ( month  /year)  April  2000 


923 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 
Parkhill  Park,  Cleghorn 

Address  or  Location  Pratt  Road 


Name  Parkhill  Park  Aquaduct 
Ownership  ^ Public  EH  Private 


Type  of  Structure  ( check  one): 


1X1  bridge 
I canal 
H dam 

EH  fort 

□ gate 

H kiln 

H lighthouse 
EH  pound 


H powderhouse 
H carousel 
H boat  or  ship 
H street 
H tower 
H wall 
H windmill 
EH  tunnel 


other  (specify)  aquaduct 


Date  of  Construction  1932 

Source  Fitchburg’s  Building  Traditions 

Architect/Engineer/Designer/Builder  Works  Progress 
Administration 

Materials:  Granite,  field  stones,  earthwork,  steel  culverts 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates ) 


Condition  good 
Moved  ^ no  EH  yes  Date 
Acreage  45  acres 
Setting  gently  rolling  park 


Follow  Massachusett^^storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo  -/  ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


DESIGN  ASSESSMENT  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

A channel  and  bridge  constructed  of  field  stonewalls  set  a cementitous  mortar.  Rounded  fieldstones  are  laid  in  horizontal  rows  with  a wide 
mortar  joints.  The  streambed  is  tiled  with  flagstones.  The  stone  bridge  sits  on  a granite  retaining  wall.  Water  flows  through  the  stone  channel 
through  a 36  inch  diameter  steel  culvert  into  the  silt-ration  basin  and  under  the  stone  bridge  along  Pratt  Street.  A steel  culvert  approximately 
36  inches  in  diameter  allows  water  to  pass  from  the  pond  under  the  bridge.  Large  flat  granite  stones  ring  the  edge  of  the  pond’s  banks.  The 
banks  of  the  pond  are  grassy  and  steeply  pitched.  The  base  of  the  pond’s  banks  is  lined  with  loose  stones  to  prevent  erosion.  Loose  stones  are 
also  present  adjacent  to  each  culvert  mouth.  The  pond  itself  has  little  water  and  is  mainly  grassy  in  the  summer  months. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  45-acre  park  was  gifted  to  the  City  by  Arthur  H Lowe.  Lowe,  a mayor  of  Fitchburg  in  1893,  was  a partner  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
goods  with  John  Parkhill.  1885  John  Parkhill,  the  owner  of  Parkhill  Manufacturing  began  in  1880  in  an  old  chair  factory  on  Circle  Street  with 
Arthur  H Lowe  and  Thomas  RB  Dole.  The  Parkhill  Company  manufactured  cotton  cloth,  especially  ginghams  and  chambray.  Between  1887- 
1889  the  Parkhill  Company  expanded  with  the  purchase  of  the  old  Fitchburg  Woolen  Mill  building  in  Factory  Square  and  Andrew  Cleghorn’s 
Cleghorn  Mill  on  River  Street.  “By  1908,  the  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Company  had  the  largest  payroll  of  any  company  in  Fitchburg’0 

The  pond  on  the  site  was  created  to  provide  a source  of  fresh  clean  water  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  gingham.  The  collapse  of  textile 
manufacturing  after  1920  enable  Lowe,  the  treasurer  of  Parkhill  Manufacturing,  to  donated  the  land  to  the  City.  In  the  Spring  and  Summer  of 
1932  two  masons  and  two  carpenters  supervised  75  laborers  in  the  construction  of  the  stone  channel  and  bridge  as  a part  of  the  federal 
government’s  relief  program,  the  Works  Progress  Administration.  The  park  was  dedicated  on  July  7,  1932  and  Lowe  died  that  fall  in  October 
of  1832.* 1 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Penka,  Ruth.  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923.  Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995. 

Taylor,  Anthony  R.  Fitchburg  Building  Traditions.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  n.d. 

“Parkhill  Park”,  Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical 
Society. 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


1 Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923  (Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995)  p.ll. 

1 Anthony  R Taylor,  Fitchburg  Building  Traditions  (Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  n.d.)  p.  1 5 . 
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